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Deciding to create picture books by 
himself, without any intervention from  
a narrator, is perhaps the best decision 
Thé Tjong-Khing has made in his long 
career. This artist, whose every line 
speaks volumes, does not need any  
words at all.
 
Art with Cake, his ode to the artistic 
imagination, is a witty parody of his  
own art and the work of great artists from 
history. Mrs Dog is dreaming about an 
exhibition of world-famous paintings.  
But the work of art that she painted for the 
exhibition gets stolen! What comes next is 
a wild chase through famous landscapes 
by Van Gogh, Braque, Hokusai and Dali.

Thé Tjong-Khing  
Art with Cake 

Hieronymus - An  
adventure in the world  
of Hieronymus Bosch

Thé Tjong-Khing (b. Java, 1933) 
began his career as a comics artist 
for adults, but in the 1970s he was 
discovered as an illustrator of 
children’s books. It was love at first 
sight – and that love was mutual.  
He never returned to his former 
occupation. Although... In 2004, at 
the age of 71, he once again found 
success with comic-like picture 
stories for the youngest book-lovers, 
in his exciting three-part action 
series Waar is de taart? (Where Is 
the Cake?). His work is appreciated 
by both children and adults. Khing 
has won the Gouden Penseel award 
three times, and the Woutertje 
Pieterse Prize. In 2010, Khing 
received the Max Velthuijs Prize for 
his entire oeuvre.

Illustrator Thé Tjong-Khing 
Age 4+ 
Pages 25 
Publisher Lannoo Publishers 
Contact  
Gunther Spriet 
gunther.spriet@lannoo.be 
 
Rights sold 
Korean (Bomnamu)

In Hieronymus, another art-related 
picture book by Tjong-Khing, a young 
boy loses his hat, his backpack and his 
ball in the world of Hieronymus Bosch. 
 
Bosch is the artist of nightmares,  
whose death 500 years ago is being 
commemorated in 2016. Monsters make 
off with the boy’s belongings, but luckily 
he receives help from other characters in  
the paintings. 

You meet all the figures in 
Hieronymus Bosch’s world, but  
Thé has placed them in his own 
mysterious world. So there are 
plenty of details to search for in 
these fantastic illustrations.  
– Kidsweek 
 
Thé and Bosch share a sense of 
absurd humour, a keen eye for  
detail and a sardonically grim side. 
– NRC

Illustrator Thé Tjong-Khing
Age 4+
Pages 23
Publisher Leopold
Contact  
Luciënne van der Leije
lucienne.vanderleije@wpgmedia.nl 
 
Rights sold 
German (Moritz)

An ode to art for pre-schoolers. 
 – Trouw 
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Studying the front cover of Loes 
Riphagen’s beautifully designed picture 
book The Little Elephant Who Liked to  
Stick His Nose In is like looking through  
a window into the jungle.  
 
A big hole in the cover and cut-out  
sections throughout the first half of the 
book allow the reader to peep in through 
the trees. Loes Riphagen drew all the 
details of this jungle – plants, trees, funny 
animals – separately in black and white, 
and then cut them out and made them into 
collages. These were then photographed, 
and she coloured in just the animals on  
the computer, and cut sections out of the 
printed images. The result of this experi-
ment is a work of art in which Riphagen 
has outdone herself.  
 The book, based on a story by Rudyard 
Kipling, tells the story of one very curious 
little elephant and how, because of his 
nosiness, elephants came to have their 
trunks.

Loes Riphagen

The Little Elephant  
Who Liked to Stick His 
Nose In 
A hilarious and artistic picture book 
based on a story by Rudyard Kipling

Illustrator Loes Riphagen (b. 1983) 
has, in recent years, become an 
essential fixture in Dutch children’s 
literature. Her picture books 
Huisbeestenboel (Animal Madhouse), 
Slaapkamernachtdieren (Bedroom 
Beasties) and Superheldjes (Teeny 
Tiny Superheroes) have all received 
rave reviews. In 2013, she created 
Zzz, the picture book for Dutch 
Children’s Book Week. Her work  
has been published in France, Russia, 
Germany, America, Latvia, Finland, 
Denmark, China, Korea, Portugal, 
Japan and Slovenia.

Author/illustrator Loes Riphagen 
Age 4+

Pages 48 
Publisher De Fontein 
Contact  
Julia Foldenyi 
julia@sharedstories.nl 

The Other Rabbit opens with a double-
page spread of match-the-pairs cards. 
Only one of the cards is turned over to 
show a picture. 

A rabbit. “Rabbit is looking for the other 
rabbit,” it says. On the next double spread, 
a second card has been turned over to 
reveal a red plane. “But he finds a plane.” 
Then we dive into the world of the game 
and we see Rabbit in the red plane, looking 
for his match.  
 Maranke Rinck tells the story of this 
search almost as a child might have 
imagined it during a game of Memory: 
packed with absurd twists and turns, 
kings, dragons, planes, cars and boats,  
all of which have an identical double out 
there somewhere. Plenty of white on  
the pages combines with the fresh use  
of colour to make the illustrations crisp 
and clear. The removable match-the-pairs 
cards inside the back cover complete this 
innovative book.

Maranke Rinck &  
Martijn van der Linden

The Other Rabbit 
 
An inventive picture book that brings  
to life the famous Memory match- 
the-pairs game

Maranke Rinck (b. 1976) is known 
primarily as a writer of picture books 
illustrated by her husband Martijn 
van der Linden, such as Het 
prinsenkind (The Royal Child), 
Meisjes om te zoenen (Kiss the 
Girls) and Ik voel een voet! (I Feel  
a Foot!), which has been translated 
into English, Norwegian, Korean  
and Portuguese. Memorykonijn 
(translated into English as The Other 
Rabbit) is sure to generate plenty  
of international interest.

Author Maranke Rinck 
Illustrator Martijn van der Linden 
Age 4+ 
Pages 51 
Publisher Lemniscaat 
Contact  
Sascha Duijvestijn 
rechten@lemniscaat.nl 
 
Rights sold
English (Lemniscaat USA), French 
(La Martinière), Korean (Changbi), 
Turkish (Alfakitap)

A clever combination of repetition 
and variation. A simple idea, 
developed in a bold and drily 
humorous way. 
 – JaapLeest.nl

Looking at the book together and 
reading the funny story aloud is an 
absolute pleasure.
 – Trouw
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The whale already has a fountain, but  
he’s missing a garden to go around it. So 
he writes to the grasshopper, who takes  
a huge pile of gardening equipment to  
the middle of the ocean and creates a 
pleasure garden on the whale’s back, full  
of hollyhocks, honeysuckle, and apple 
trees and “a shed with a little window 
with cobwebs and a door that sticks”.

Toon Tellegen writes delightful animal 
stories in an accessible yet layered style, 
and Annemarie van Haeringen, with her 
distinctive, dancing lines, is one of the best 
illustrators in the Netherlands. They have 
already demonstrated that the combination 
 of their talents results in amazing picture 
books, with Plotseling ging de olifant aan 
(Suddenly the Elephant Lit Up, 2004) and 
Wat dansen we heerlijk (What a Wonderful 
Dance, 2010). Their latest collaboration, 
The Whale’s Garden, is another stunning 
book.
 This book contains beautiful sentences, 
which gently turn the world upside down. 
The beetle wants to buy a table at the 

grasshopper’s shop “to lay his head on 
when he wanted to feel sad about  
something” and the cricket would like  
a hat “that he could throw high into the  
air when he had something to celebrate”. 
Those are excellent alternative uses for 
tables and hats and, yes, sometimes you  
do actually want to be sad.
 The whale has a mirror to admire his 
garden in and, for a while, he’s full of  
joy. But then Tellegen steers towards  
the lesson of this fable: the whale can no 
longer leap up when he’s happy, or lie on 
his back to look at the stars. In short, he 
can’t be himself, and is the garden really 
worth that much to him?
 The cheerful illustrations contain 
amusing details. Van Haeringen alternates 
between small illustrations with plenty  
of white space and full-page pictures.  
It is extraordinary how she makes her  
lines flow into the water of the sea and 
how she plays with colour: the ocean 
changes from black and grey to bright  
blue and soft yellow and even white in  
one picture where the sky is grass green.

Toon Tellegen & Annemarie van Haeringen
The Whale’s Garden
A stunning story about a whale who has a garden installed around the fountain on his back

Toon Tellegen (b. 1941), a GP by 
profession, has become famous 
primarily for his poetic, philosophical 
animal stories. However, his extensive 
 oeuvre also includes fairy tales, 
children’s books and poetry and 
prose for adults. It is no surprise that 
he has won both the Theo Thijssen 
Prize (an oeuvre award for writers of 
books for children and young adults) 
and the Constantijn Huygens Prize for 
his entire oeuvre. 
 
Three-time Gouden Penseel winner 
Annemarie van Haeringen  
(b. 1959) studied under Thé Tjong-
Khing and Max Velthuijs. Since her 
debut in 1985, her work has evolved 
from detailed watercolour and ink 
illustrations to whimsical line 
drawings featuring a bold use of 
colour and plenty of space on the  
paper. Picture books form the core  
of Van Haeringen’s oeuvre. She  
often writes them herself, as well as 
illustrating, as in her award-winning 
Beer is op Vlinder (Bear Loves 
Butterfly) and Coco or the Little 
Black Dress.

Author Toon Tellegen 
Illustrator  
Annemarie van Haeringen 
Age 6+ 
Pages 57 
Publisher Querido 
Contact  
Luciënne van der Leije 
lucienne.vanderleije@wpgmedia.nl

Rights sold  
German (Gerstenberg) 

The polished simplicity  
of the sentences, the 
philosophical undertone, 
the gentle humour, the 
deftly characterized 
figures, the heart-warming 
conclusion… these are  
a few of the elements  
that make this story 
another layered and 
enjoyable whole.  
– De Morgen 
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Thanks to Anne Frank and her diary, the 
story of the occupation of the Nether-
lands in World War II is known all over 
the world. Anyone who wants to find out 
more about the subject can read books by 
hundreds of authors. However, many of 
those accounts are missing something 
essential: how it really feels to find 
yourself, from one day to the next, living 
in a world of danger and uncertainty.

An Ape in the Toilet by author and journalist 
Joukje Akveld, however, succeeds in 
capturing this aspect – and in a remarkable 
way. It’s all because of the book’s unusual 
perspective: we see the bombardment  
of Rotterdam through the eyes of not 
humans, but animals. Akveld has delved 
into archives and carried out interviews  
to chronicle the amazing wartime history 
of Blijdorp Zoo and its inhabitants.
 These animals were very unlucky, as 
their enclosures were right next door to 
Rotterdam’s main railway station. 

The German bombers were aiming to 
knock out the railway lines, but ended up 
killing camels and tigers too. A sad and 
poignant detail here is that the zoo was 
already moving to a new location outside 
the city centre, because of a lack of space. 
The new zoo was nowhere near ready 
though, so the apes briefly had to be 
housed in the toilets of a nearby bar after 
the bombing.
 Akveld does not begin with the war,  
but lovingly portrays the lives of the 
animals from beginning to end. We hear  
so much about the back story of Kali the 
rhinoceros, Hans and Grietje the bears, 
and the group of chimpanzees that they 
almost feel like family and we start to 
worry about them. When the bombs finally 
fall, halfway through the book, it hits the 
reader hard.
 Fortunately, Blijdorp also had some 
famous survivors. The last of them, the 
slender-snouted crocodile Hakuna, died 
just three weeks before this book went to 
the printer’s. It’s almost as if it was meant 
to be.

Joukje Akveld & Martijn van der Linden
An Ape in the Toilet – A Zoo in Wartime
 
The amazing wartime story of Blijdorp Zoo

Joukje Akveld (b. 1974) studied 
Dutch language and literature in 
Nijmegen and then worked in the 
publicity department at the 
Lemniscaat publishing house in 
Rotterdam. She has gone on to write 
for various newspapers and 
magazines, and currently discusses 
theatre in the Amsterdam newspaper 
Het Parool, in which she also has a 
weekly children’s books column. 
After writing a number of publica-
tions about illustrators and authors, 
she made her picture-book debut in 
2012 with Olle wist zeker dat hij 
geen bril nodig had (Olle Knew for 
Certain that He Didn’t Need 
Glasses). Her love of animals and her 
anger about the way they are treated 
is playing an increasingly important 
role in Akveld’s work.

The work of Martijn van der Linden 
(b. 1979) is perhaps just as wide-
ranging and varied as Edward van  
de Vendel’s. Whether it’s his 
photorealistic paintings of animals, 
his collages, or his finely executed 
fantastical creatures, Van der Linden 
loves to experiment with techniques 
and materials. He is particularly 
famous for his animal illustrations.

Author  
Joukje Akveld 
Illustrator 
Martijn van der Linden 
Age 8+ 
Pages 128 
Publisher Hoogland & Van Klaveren 
Contact 
Liesbeth ten Houten 
l.tenhouten@hooglandvanklaveren.nl
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After the fabulous Sammie en opa  
(Sammy and Grandpa, 2013), Hotel 
Bonbien is Enne Koens’ second brilliant 
book for readers of eight and up. This is  
a warm and appealing story about 
ten-year-old Siri, who is worried that her 
parents, who run a roadside hotel on the 
N19 trunk road in France, are heading for 
divorce.

Divorce and family feuds are, of course, 
dramatic events, but Koens tells the story 
with plenty of humour, and yet without 
ignoring the gravity of the situation. She 
describes the arguments – which are 
usually about money – hilariously, but still 
the reader can feel that, for Siri and her 
brother Gilles, it’s anything but fun. Gilles 
withdraws into himself and looks as “sad 
as a little dog in the rain”, while Siri tries  
to keep the peace.
 The way Siri analyses the differences 
between her parents is wonderful: “As  
far as my dad’s concerned, everything’s 
fine as long as it goes the way he thinks it 
will. My mum’s completely different.  
She likes it when everything turns out 
differently than she’d expected.”

Siri’s dad is a nice guy, but he’s ineffectual 
and tight-fisted; he even dries used teabags 
on the radiator so that he can reuse them. 
Her mum, though, is passionate and 
enthusiastic and believes money’s there to 
be spent. Siri even notes that they snore 
differently: “I hear my mum snoring, loud 
and fast. I hear my dad snoring, all quiet 
and squeaky.”
 We follow Siri’s life for a year, as she 
wonders how she can improve her parents’ 
relationship and has lots of little adven-
tures along the way. She puts spicy sambal 
sauce in her teacher’s coffee, goes to a 
beautifully described party at her friend 
Sylvie’s house – whose parents are  
getting divorced even though they never 
argue! – and has a nasty fall from a tree.
 After that accident, the story takes  
a gently absurd turn: Siri finds that the 
bump on her head has left her with  
a photographic memory. Her brother 
enters her into a memory competition 
– and the prize is seven thousand euros. 
Could that money put an end to all the 
arguments between her parents?

Enne Koens
Hotel Bonbien
A sparkling and humorous book about a young girl and her feuding parents

Enne Koens (b. 1974) made her 
debut in 2007 with the adult novel 
Tot alles gezegd is (Until Everything 
Is Said). In 2011, she wrote the YA 
novel Vogel (Bird). With her award- 
winning Sammie en opa (Sammy 
and Grandpa), she focused on 
younger readers for the first time. 
She also writes plays and songs.

Author  
Enne Koens 
Age 8+ 
Pages 192 
Publisher 
Luitingh-Sijthoff 
Contact  
Thille Dop  
tdop@lsamsterdam.nl  
Julia Foldenyi  
julia@sharedstories.nl 
 
Rights sold  
German (Gerstenberg)

Enne Koens has established 
herself as an interesting new 
voice with Hotel Bonbien. 
– NRC Handelsblad

There are some books that 
you close with a smile that 
stays on your face. Hotel 
Bonbien by Enne Koens is 
that kind of book. It’s happy 
and funny but it also 
remains with you, as it has 
psychological depth and 
development. 
– JaapLeest.nl
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Edward van de Vendel and 
illustrator Martijn van der 
Linden have come together 
to create a nonfiction book 
about the okapi that is both 
wonderfully original and 
artistic.  
– Trouw

Fantastic illustrations by 
Martijn van der Linden, 
perhaps the finest animal 
illustrator that our country 
possesses.  
– Jaap leest

Driven by their relentless curiosity and 
unbridled fantasy, Edward van de Vendel 
and Martijn van der Linden present the 
okapi as a “splendid and silent mystery 
animal”. Remarkable facts about one of 
the last large mammals to be discovered 
alternate with small okapi stories and 
cheerful little okapi poems. Van de 
Vendel’s words are interspersed with  
Van der Linden’s striking and original 
illustrations, which show a remarkable 
range of styles, composition and atmos-
phere.

What a wonderful idea it was to make the 
okapi the protagonist of a non-fiction 
book. Because how much do we actually 
know about this animal that looks as if it’s 
been stuck together? “A bit of deer. A bit of 
horse. A bit of zebra.” It turns out that they 
don’t bray. They don’t whinny. They don’t 
bark or trumpet. They hardly make any 
sounds, at least not sounds that humans 
can hear. In fact, okapis are so shy and 
unobtrusive that you could easily make the 
mistake of walking right past their enclo-
sure at the zoo without noticing them. 

Luckily, thanks to Vote for the Okapi,  
the chances of that happening have been 
significantly reduced. Van der Linden’s 
okapi pictures, with their many different 
styles and colours, perfectly reflect this 
creature’s mysterious diversity. Together 
with Van de Vendel’s poetic, vivid descrip-
tions of the okapi, with its “tiptap hoofs”, 
“sunny bum” and brown “regal pelt”, which 
is like “earth that’s just been rained upon”, 
they stir the reader’s imagination and 
curiosity. What kind of wonderful creature 
is this? 
 Then, when you go on to read that 
okapis exist in the wild only in Congo, that 
they weren’t discovered until a hundred 
years ago, that they have no relatives 
except for the giraffe, and that okapi babies 
don’t poo for the first nine weeks of their 
lives, it makes you want to head straight to 
the zoo. And who knows? You might even 
get to meet not only the okapis but also 
one of the okapi keepers who have been 
interviewed at length in this delightful 
book by Van de Vendel and Van der 
Linden. 

Edward van de Vendel & Martijn van der Linden
Vote for the Okapi
A unique non-fiction title in which author and illustrator 
present a colourful, imaginative and poetic tribute to the okapi

Edward van de Vendel (b. 1964) 
used to be a teacher but, since his 
debut as a writer in 1996, he has 
become one of the most versatile 
and award-winning children’s writers 
in the Netherlands. Poetry antholo-
gies for young readers, original 
children’s stories, mature YA novels 
and genre-defying social criticism: 
Van de Vendel does it all. And he 
does it exceedingly well. 
 
The work of Martijn van der Linden 
(b. 1979) is perhaps just as wide- 
ranging and varied as Edward van 
de Vendel’s. Whether it’s his 
photorealistic paintings of animals, 
his collages, or his finely executed 
fantastical creatures, Van der Linden 
loves to experiment with techniques 
and materials. He is particularly 
famous for his animal illustrations.

Author  
Edward van de Vendel 
Illustrator  
Martijn van der Linden 
Age 8+ 
Pages 160 
Publisher  
Querido 
Contact 
Luciënne van der Leije 
lucienne.vanderleije@wpgmedia.nl
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Golden Paint Brush 2015

Doodgewoon  
Sylvia Weve & Bette Westera (Gottmer) 

Sneeuwwitje breit een monster  
Annemarie van Haeringen (Leopold) 

Monsterboek  
Alice Hoogstad (Lemniscaat) 

Golden Slate Pencil 2015 & 
Woutertje Pieterse Prize 2015

De krijtjes staken!  
Drew Daywalt (De Fontein)

Soms laat ik je even achter   
Daan Remmerts de Vries (Querido)

Silver Slate Pencils 2015 
Up to 6 years:

Silver Paint Brush 2015

The Netherlands’ major awards for children’s books 
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Golden Frame 2015 

Overspoeld  
Gideon Samson / Julius t’Hart (Querido) 

Bruno wordt een superheld  
Håkon Øvreås (Querido)

Hotel De Grote L 
Sjoerd Kuyper (Lemniscaat)

Lieve Stine, weet jij het?  
Stine Jensen (Kluitman)

Een afspraakje in het bos  
Sylvia Vanden Heede (Lannoo) 

De goochelaar, de geit en ik 
Dirk Weber (Querido)

Hoe ik per ongeluk een boek schreef 
Annet Huizing (Lemniscaat)

Silver Slate Pencils 2015 
From 6 years up:

Silver Slate Pencils 2015 
From 9 years up:

Silver Slate Pencils 2015 
Informative
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Stacks of books have been written about 
divorce, but rarely as originally as in 
Plaster. In sparkling dialogue and a tone 
that is light-hearted yet sharp, Anna 
Woltz speaks through her character, a 
quirky twelve-year-old girl, about divorc-
ing parents, broken hearts, a wounded 
family and hoping against hope.  

The trigger for the story is Fitz’s sister 
Bente’s fingertip, which she loses in a 
slippery winter accident, when she’s on 
the back of her dad’s bike. With a howling 
Bente – and the bloody tip of her finger  
in a sandwich bag – Fitz and her dad race 
to the casualty department. At the hospi-
tal, Fitz’s mum comes to join her ex and 
her daughters, and the story takes off at  
a rapid pace.
 Woltz convincingly sketches Fitz’s 
powerlessness and confusion. She secretly 
hopes her mum and dad will get back 
together, but she’s also furious with them. 
When her mum suggests that they should 
all have lunch together at the hospital, 
“because that’ll be much more fun”, Fitz 

flashes back at her: “I want you to remem-
ber that we’ve had a great time together. 
But people change. And after all these 
years we simply don’t fit together as well as 
we used to. And that’s why I’m going to go 
and eat my lunch on my own.” Fitz sounds 
just like her parents when they got togeth-
er to announce their separation, following 
the rules in the divorce handbook Happily 
Married, Happily Divorced. 
 The hospital is not only the ideal setting 
as a metaphor for a family that is broken 
and “needs to be put in a plaster cast”, but 
is also, as Fitz realizes, the perfect place for 
wandering around and unexpectedly 
making new friends. Together with perky 
little Primula and the surly but handsome 
Adam, who’s at the hospital because his 
brother was born prematurely, Fitz finds 
herself going on a search for an answer to 
the question of what love is. Their quest,  
as presented by Woltz, results in hospital 
adventures that are both hilarious and 
touching and which wouldn’t look out of 
place in a film. 

Anna Woltz 
Plaster  
 
An unconventional hospital adventure about the fundamental  
question of whether love should be just for now or forever

It was almost inevitable that Anna 
Woltz (b. 1981) would become a 
writer. For the first six years of her 
life, she made up stories. For the 
next six years of her life, she read 
stories. And, after that, she started 
coming up with her own ideas for 
books she could write. When she 
was at high school and studying 
history at university, she began to 
put those ideas onto paper. She has 
since written twenty books. Not only 
the number, but also the variety of 
genres is astounding. She is able to 
combine a child’s way of looking at 
the world and a literary style. Her 
outstanding YA novel Honderd uur 
nacht (A Hundred Hours of Night) 
recently won the Nienke van 
Hichtum Prize. 

Author 
Anna Woltz 
Pages 166 
Age 10+ 
Publisher Querido 
Contact 
Luciënne van der Leije 
lucienne.vanderleije@wpgmedia.nl 
 
Rights sold 
German (Carlsen)

Another truly magnificent 
Anna Woltz, with endearing 
characters who give you 
ample opportunity to 
identify with them. 
– De Utrechtse 
Kinderboekhandel.

Plaster shows, once again, 
just how well Anna Woltz 
can write. Her sentences 
are vivid and meaningful; 
the images and observations
 are strong and striking.  
– Jaap leest 
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In this story, told through the voice of 
twelve-year-old Elmer Noorland, Daan 
Remmerts de Vries presents an incred-
ibly strong psychological portrait of a 
troubled young man. Rarely has such a 
realistic, intriguing and unforgettable 
character as this Elmer appeared in a 
children’s book. Remmerts de Vries 
shows a deft touch, maintaining a light 
tone in his diary story, with its awkward, 
boyish style, while making a sincere, 
heartrending plea for individuality and 
freedom. 

“You can do anything, absolutely  
ANYTHING, as long as it stays inside 
your head. That, and that alone, is what 
freedom means. Maybe the only freedom 
you’ll get. Freedom means: I can think 
whatever I like.”
 This may sound obvious, but it certainly 
isn’t to Elmer. After a flying ladle hits him 
on the forehead during a summer camp on 
the Dutch island of Vlieland, he locks 
himself away with the thoughts that are 
always echoing around his mind, but then 
“the usual buzzing” turns into a distinct 
voice inside his head. Lomax, as the voice 
calls itself, offers comfort, but at the same 

time is very forceful, gradually taking  
hold of Elmer. When school begins again, 
Lomax drags him even deeper into a 
surreal abyss. Elmer becomes trapped in  
a downward spiral of dark thoughts and 
paranoia. This culminates in his decision 
to deal with the biggest loudmouth and 
bully in the class once and for all, but then 
the situation really gets out of hand. 
 In a painfully vivid image, “cobwebs 
upon cobwebs of loneliness” fall on Elmer, 
suffocating him. And Elmer’s question 
about what “normal” actually means is a 
very thought-provoking one. “Every film 
and almost every book teaches you that 
you should fight back,” Elmer remarks. 
But when you’re actually being bullied, 
your parents and teachers say the oppo-
site. “Don’t fight back. Just report it. And 
leave it at that.” Adults don’t really know 
what they’re talking about, Elmer con-
cludes.
 Does Elmer win his personal battle  
for freedom? The fact that his story ends 
back on the island of Vlieland, where 
there’s plenty of space for his joyfully 
anarchic adventures, is both significant 
and hopeful. 

Daan Remmerts de Vries
Bigger than the Sky, Worse than the Sun
 
A touching account of a dreamy loner with a head full of wild  
fantasies and a longing for more space

Daan Remmerts de Vries (b. 1962) 
is a uniquely talented Dutch writer 
and illustrator. He has written around 
forty books, from picture books 
featuring a range of techniques 
including collage, to children’s 
stories and novels for adults. With 
Bigger than the Sky, Worse than 
the Sun, he has once again 
demonstrated his stylistic skill and 
his great psychological insight into 
boys of this age. Elmer, his latest 
protagonist, is every bit as original 
and quirky as Robbie (Little God, 
2002) and Thijs (Tiger Island, 2013). 
There are very few prizes that 
Remmerts de Vries has not yet won.

Author 
Daan Remmerts de Vries 
Age 12+ 
Pages 183 
Publisher Querido 
Contact 
Luciënne van der Leije 
lucienne.vanderleije@wpgmedia.nl

Children’s literature has 
gained a new classic. 
– Het Parool

An unusually intimate 
portrait, which grows in 
intensity. 
– Trouw
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Fifteen-year-old Kees promises his 
friend Jan that he’ll climb up a tall 
chimney with him so that they can see 
the sea from the top. But when it comes 
to it, he chickens out. Jan climbs up there 
on his own. “At the highest point he 
waved, triumphantly. He shouted 
something; I couldn’t hear what it was.  
‘I can see the sea!’ – could it have been 
that? And then he fell and I ran home. 
Nothing happened, nothing happened.” 

Interestingly for a YA novel, it’s an  
older voice that’s heard in To See the Sea: 
the 70-year-old Kees, who, in a frank and 
honest look back at his life, reveals to the 
reader the secret he has carried for all 
those years. After his childhood friend’s 
accident, he ran away and then acted 
surprised when he was told about his 
death.
 Everything in this story about love, 
death, guilt and shame is just right. 
Meinderts paints a wonderful picture 
packed with vivid details about the life  
of a large Catholic working-class family  

in a Dutch seaside village at the end of  
the 1950s.
 The reader is immediately drawn to 
Kees, as he tells his story with such a  
pure and perfect tone. He has a sense of 
humour, his insecurity is touching – he  
is ashamed of his skinny arms after the 
Dutch “hunger winter” and of his soft, 
girlish nipples – and he speaks tenderly 
about his friendship with Jan, a rough and 
tough kind of boy who lights fires and then 
pees over them to put them out, and gets 
into fights, but who also has a vulnerable 
side and sometimes feels isolated from the 
rest of the world.
 Kees’s love for Jan’s twin sister,  
Marijke, also produces emotionally 
resonant scenes: she’s the first girl he 
kisses and who lets him touch her breasts. 
When Kees meets her again, as an adult,  
he discovers that she, too, has a secret.
 To See the Sea is among the best work 
Meinderts has ever written and deserves  
to reach a wide audience of adults both 
young and old. 

Koos Meinderts 
To See the Sea
 
A magnificent YA novel about friendship, loss, first love and a big secret

Koos Meinderts (b. 1953) has  
been writing songs, poems, 
children’s books and YA novels 
since 1983. His books are often 
illustrated by his wife, Annette 
Fienieg. He impressed readers with 
his Keizer trilogy and, together with 
co-author Harrie Jekkers, won a 
Zilveren Griffel for the picture book 
Ballade van de Dood (The Ballad of 
Death), with illustrations by Piet 
Grobler. His work has been 
translated into German, Japanese, 
Chinese, English, Danish and 
Afrikaans.

Author  
Koos Meinderts 
Age 12+ 
Pages 160 
Publisher De Fontein 
Contact  
Julia Foldenyi  
julia@sharedstories.nl

Meindert’s masterful YA 
novel excels in every area. 
– NRC Handelsblad

With To See the Sea, 
Meinderts has permanently  
established his name. It’s 
stunning, the way this 
writer is able to develop a 
small piece of history into 
something so grand. 
 – Het Parool
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In A Very Special Girl, Alicia looks back 
on the summer camps she used to go to 
with her whole family. At first, she loves 
it there. “The longing to return next year 
started when we were on the plane back 
home.”  
 
But it becomes increasingly clear that 
many of the things that happen at the 
summer camp aren’t as innocent as they 
seem. The concept of cults isn’t mentioned 
in so many words in this book by Anna  
van Praag, which is based on true autobio-
graphical events, but the group certainly 
has many of the characteristics of such a 
community.

Alicia is fascinated by Sofia, the move-
ment’s leader, a charismatic figure who is 
firmly in charge. Guru Sofia has gained 
many followers, partly because of the way 
she makes them feel special and chosen. 
Alicia’s dad responds to this attention, but 
her mum is less susceptible, which causes 
tension in the family.  
 The group meetings at the summer 
camp are often very intense, as Sofia 
mercilessly forces participants to take a 
long, hard look at themselves. The reader 
sees this through the eyes of the initially 
unsuspecting Alicia. It is only later, when 
Alicia comes to realize that such behaviour 
is not in fact normal, that the true, cult-like 
nature of the group becomes clear.

Anna van Praag
A Very Special Girl 
 
When a group becomes a cult

Anna van Praag (b. 1967) is a 
Dutch children’s writer who, after 
having lived in Spain for six years, 
moved back to Amsterdam with her 
husband in 2014 to run a “peace 
inn” by the River IJ. Van Praag has 
written almost 20 children’s books, 
mostly for readers of 8 and up. In 
2012, her first 12+ book was 
published, Kom hier Rosa (Come 
Here, Rosa) about a girl who returns 
from Spain to the Netherlands.  
A Very Special Girl is her second  
YA novel.

Author 
Anna van Praag 
Age 12+ 
Pages 141 
Publisher Lemniscaat 
Contact 
Sascha Duijvestijn 
rechten@lemniscaat.nl 

Subtle, written with great 
empathy and a fine sense 
of atmosphere. 
– Trouw 

Anna van Praag has 
written a most personal, 
brave, uncomfortable and 
very special YA novel. 
– JaapLeest
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So it can be done: writing an original  
and moving YA novel about young people 
with cancer after John Green’s The Fault 
in Our Stars. Edward van de Vendel and 
Roy Looman have done so, in a way that 
feels completely authentic and personal. 
They have chronicled Roy’s story in The 
Junior Cancer Championship – a rather 
provocative title that shows exactly what 
it’s all about. 

 You have to fight. That’s the attitude  
of narrator Max, Roy Looman’s stand-in, 
who tells the story, presenting himself as 
an invincible 15-year-old whose main 
interests are friends and drinking and girls 
and parties. His zest for life dominates the 
whole book; he’s optimistic and energetic, 
even though it’s often an uphill struggle. 
But tears require energy, and he needs  
his energy to fight.
 Van de Vendel and Looman describe 
this struggle incisively and from different 
angles: how chemotherapy turns Max’s 
pee pink, how the smell of noodles in the 
hospital makes him violently sick, and also 

how his illness affects his relationship 
with his friends and family. They depict 
the impact of cancer on day-to-day life, 
in an account that’s written simply, with 
great pace and the occasional playful  
metaphor, and without ever becoming 
sentimental or self-pitying. 
 The story is sometimes painful; in spite 
of all that energy and dynamism, the 
authors never downplay the disease.  
Max is lucky: the chemo works, and he 
wins the cancer championship. But he  
isn’t prepared for what comes next: panic 
attacks that continue to plague him for  
a long time. With that optimistic, almost 
childishly naïve fighting spirit, Max 
ignored his fear throughout his illness, but 
now he comes to realize that life could slip 
through his fingers at any moment. And so 
this novel also presents a different side to 
the cancer story: the medical “fight” is only 
half of the story and it’s more a question  
of luck than of victory. The real fight  
comes afterwards: the fear-of-death 
championship, a battle that forces  
the young protagonist to grow up.

Edward van de Vendel / Roy Looman
The Junior Cancer Championship
 
An original YA novel about young people with cancer

Edward van de Vendel (b. 1964) is 
one of the most productive writers 
for children and young adults in the 
Netherlands: he writes YA novels, 
children’s stories, picture books and 
poetry. His previous books include 
De gelukvinder (The boy who found 
happiness), a YA novel based on the 
true story of Anoush Elman, a Dutch- 
Afghan asylum seeker. Over the 
course of seventeen years, he has 
won the Gouden Zoen prize for the 
best 12-15 book three times, and  
the Zilveren Griffel for childrens 
books 6-12 seven times.

Author 
Edward van de Vendel & 
Roy Looman 
Age 12+ 
Pages 215 
Publisher Querido 
Contact  
Luciënne van der Leije 
lucienne.vanderleije@wpgmedia.nl 
 
Rights sold 
German (Carlsen)
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Recent Translations

Thea Beckman

Russian edition
 
[(Kruistocht in spijkerbroek)] 
translated by Irina Trofimova for 
A Walk Through History, 2015. 
Original title: Kruistocht in 
spijkerbroek, published by 
Lemniscaat, 1973. 

Simon van der Geest

German edition
 
Krasshüpfer translated by 
Mirjam Pressler for Thienemann-
Esslinger, 2016. Original title: 
Spinder, published by Querido, 
2012.

Annemarie van Haeringen

English edition
 
Coco and the little black dress 
published by New York; London: 
North-South Books, 2015 
Original title: Coco of het kleine 
zwarte jurkje, published by 
Leopold, 2013.

Marjolijn Hof

Slovenian edition
 
Pravila treh translated by 
Katjuša Ručigaj for Miš Zalozba, 
2015. Original title: De regels 
van drie, published by Querido, 
2013.

Guus Kuijer

African edition
 
Die boek van alle dinge 
translated by Martjie Bosman 
for Protea Boekhuis, 2015. 
Original title: Het boek van alle 
dingen, published by Querido, 
2004.

Tosca Menten

Lithuanian edition
 
Mumija Dumis ir aukso  
skarabéjas translated by 
Antanas Gailius for Nieko Rimto, 
2015. Original title: Dummie de 
mummie en de gouden 
scarabee, published by Van 
Goor, 2009.

Sieb Posthuma

Portuguese edition
 
O arame de Alexandre 
translated by Lucas Simone for 
Editora 34, 2015. Original title: 
Calder - De draad van 
Alexander, published by 
Leopold, 2012. 

Marcel Roijaards

Italian edition
 
Il ribelle con le ali translated by 
Valentina Freschi for Feltrinelli, 
2016. Original title: Rebel met 
vleugels, published by Querido, 
2012.

Gideon Samson

German edition
 
Doppeltot translated by Rolf 
Erdorf for Gerstenberg, 2015. 
Original title: Zwarte zwaan, 
published by Leopold, 2012.

Annie M.G. Schmidt

Estonian edition
 
Otje translated by Ilvi Liive for 
Verb, 2015. Original title: Otje, 
published by Querido, 1980. 

Jan Paul Schutten & Floor Rieder

English edition
 
The mystery of life translated by 
Laura Watkinson for Beyond 
Words Publishing, 2015. 
Original title: Het raadsel van 
alles wat leeft en de stinksokken 
van Jos Grootjes uit Driel., 
published by Gottmer, 2013.

Anna Woltz

German edition
 
Meine wunderbar seltsame 
Woche mit Tess translated by 
Andrea Kluitmann for Carlsen, 
2015. Original title: Mijn 
bijzonder rare week met Tess, 
published by Querido, 2013. 

This is a selection of recently published  
translations from Dutch. For more information 
please go to our online database of translations 
www.vertalingendatabase.nl. 
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