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Floris Cohen is Professor of Compara-
tive History of Science at the University 
of Utrecht. His The Scientific Revolution. 

A historiographical inquiry was published 
in 1994. The Recreation of the World won 
the 2008 Eureka! Prize for the best 
Dutch book presenting science and 
scholarship to a general public. It is a 
freshly written, popular version of a 
more academic work provisionally 
entitled ‘How Modern Science Came 
Into the World. A comparative history’.

*
The Recreation of the World is a pains-
takingly written, stimulating work 
that both broadens our outlook and 
contains great intellectual riches.
nrc handelsblad

The history of science rarely seems so 
engrossing and compelling as Cohen 
shows it to be.
trouw

Places scientific developments in a 
cultural and comparative perspective 
that commands respect.
de volkskrant

*
publishing details
De herschepping van de wereld. Het 

ontstaan van de moderne natuurwetenschap 

verklaard (2007)
299 pp (95,000 words)
With illustrations in black-and-white, 
notes and references
10,000 copies sold

*
rights
Prometheus / Bert Bakker
Herengracht 540
nl – 1017 cg Amsterdam
t +31 20 624 19 34
f +31 20 622 54 61
e c.dipalermo@pbo.nl
www.pbo.nl

Floris Cohen

The Recreation of the World
The origins of modern science explained

Why did modern science originate in 

Europe, and why was there no Chinese 

Newton or Arab Galileo? Thinking about 

the natural world reached great heights 

in the civilizations of ancient Greece, 

China, and medieval Islam, but eventually 

decline set in. Floris Cohen argues that 

historians should try to explain why 

stagnation did not occur in seventeenth-

century Europe rather than asking why 

it did in the earlier civilizations.

In Cohen’s view knowledge of nature 

flourished whenever it was transplanted 

to a different culture. The ideas of ancient 

Greece were built upon by the Islamic 

world before coming to Europe via Anda-

lusia and later after the fall of Constan-

tinople. All modes of thought eventually 

run up against their own limitations, at 

which point new stimuli are required if 

they are to develop further. In Europe two 

approaches derived from ancient Greece, 

natural philosophy and abstract math-

ematical science, were joined by a third, 

an empirical, experimental approach.

There were major difficulties along the 

way. In this erudite, accessible book, 

Cohen shows how Europe ‘crept through 

the eye of the needle’ between 1645 and 

1660, only narrowly avoiding the decline 

seen so often in the past and elsewhere, 

as church censorship and self-censorship 

came close to blocking revolutionary 

advance.

Cohen disagrees with historians of 

science who claim that the process was in 

fact quite gradual and that the term ‘revolu-

tion’ is therefore inappropriate. Yet he does 

not revert to older, outdated notions. His 

comparative approach and his investiga-

tion of the dynamics of scientific advance 

are particularly innovative.

As a result of the Scientific Revolution, 

ways of looking at nature were fundamen-

tally different in 1700 than in 1600. The 

insights gained in the seventeenth century 

helped to transform the old world into the 

modern one in which we live, a place utterly 

unimaginable without science and its 

many applications.

Illuminating comparisons made between 

Greece, China, Islamic civilization and 

Europe

Delicate handling of the ‘science and 

religion’ debate and Galileo’s role in it
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Historian Luuc Kooijmans is the 
author of Friendship (1997), a highly 
acclaimed study of the role of friendship 
in seventeenth- and eighteenth-century 
Dutch society that was short-listed for 
the prestigious Generale Bank Prize for 
Literature, as well as Love on Order (2000) 
and The Artist of Death (2004). In 2004 
he was awarded the Prince Bernhard 
Cultural Foundation Humanities Prize 
for his oeuvre.

*
With this rich and attractive book, 
Kooijmans lifts the history of seven-
teenth-century science to a higher 
plane.
nrc handelsblad

In Dangerous Knowledge, Luuc Kooijmans 
beautifully describes the fragility of the 
balance between science and faith.
de volkskrant

*
publishing details
Gevaarlijke kennis. Inzicht en angst in de 

dagen van Jan Swammerdam (2007)
375 pp (160,000 words)
With illustrations in black-and-white 
and references

*
rights
Prometheus / Bert Bakker
Herengracht 540
nl – 1017 cg Amsterdam
t +31 20 624 19 34
f +31 20 622 54 61
e c.dipalermo@pbo.nl
www.pbo.nl

*
For other translated titles by this author 
see our website www.nlpvf.nl

Luuc Kooijmans

Dangerous Knowledge
Insight and fear in the days of Jan Swammerdam

In the second half of the seventeenth 

century ‘modern’ naturalists turned their 

backs on traditional ideas and established 

reputations. By relying purely on their own 

observations they discovered how respira-

tion works, that the heart is a muscle, how 

nerves function and how reproduction 

takes place. But the more they penetrated 

the secrets of creation the more their new 

knowledge undermined old certainties.

This involved great personal risk, as Luuc 

Kooijmans makes clear in Dangerous 

Knowledge by looking at natural philoso-

phers such as Niels Stensen from Den-

mark, Marcello Malpighi in Italy, French-

man Melchisédec Thévenot, and the 

Dutchmen Jan Swammerdam, Reinier de 

Graaf and Antonie van Leeuwenhoek. They 

demonstrated that ideas about nature sanc-

tioned by the church were defective, and 

that natural law could take the place of an 

intervening God. By so doing they not only 

risked accusations of atheism, they were in 

danger of loosing their footing. Some 

recoiled from the consequences of their 

findings and underwent a spiritual crisis.

Stensen, for example, concluded that his 

thirst for knowledge was pure vanity and 

became a Catholic convert. Swammerdam 

went through a crisis of faith and briefly 

joined a religious sect. After resuming his 

scientific research he came to believe that a 

God who had given a bee an eye with more 

than a thousand facets must indeed be 

omnipotent. This enabled him to reconcile 

science and faith.

Kooijmans’ handsome and compellingly 

written book offers a captivating account 

of the Republic of Sciences in seventeenth-

century Europe. Natural philosophers 

from different countries kept in close 

touch. They travelled regularly between 

Italy, France, the Netherlands and Den-

mark, corresponded, wrote for the first-

ever scientific periodicals and joined 

learned bodies like the Royal Society. This 

was no harmonious international brother-

hood, however, since ambition led to 

merciless competition for new discoveries 

and for the protection and financial 

support of patrons.

The scientific adventures of the brilliant 

naturalists who laid the foundations for 

modern biology and medicine provide a 

fascinating insight into the many difficul-

ties that had to be overcome before science 

and religion could finally go their separate 

ways.

The tension builds, as if in a novel, 

although everything is based on the 

writings of the time

Kooijmans is a master of the paraphrase, 

able to render in a few sentences the 

essence of many complex and obscure 

seventeenth-century texts
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Mels van Driel is a urologist and 
sexologist attached to the University 
Medical Centre in Groningen. In 1991 
he wrote a postdoctoral thesis on the 
subject of erectile dysfunction. He is 
responsible for numerous scientific 
publications and has frequently written 
for newspapers and magazines.

*
In-depth study of everything that lives 
and thrives in the male pubic region.
nrc handelsblad

A fascinating insight into the cultural-
historical, medical, psychological and 
literary aspects of a man’s private parts.
brt radio 1

*
publishing details
Geheime delen. Alles wat je er altijd al over 

wilde weten (2008)
501 pp (100,000 words)
With illustrations in black-and-white 
and references
5,000 copies sold

*
rights
De Arbeiderspers
Herengracht 370-372
nl - 1016 ch Amsterdam
t +31 20 524 75 00
f +31 20 622 49 37
e m.hutchison@arbeiderspers.nl
www.arbeiderspers.nl

Mels van Driel

Secret Parts
All you ever wanted to know

Why does drinking alcohol increase a 

woman’s sexual desire but reduce a man’s 

ability to perform? Why is the glans not 

the most sensitive part of the penis? Why 

is sperm sticky? Can a penis break off ? 

What about all the diseases that torment 

the hypochondriac? Since 1983 Mels van 

Driel has come into direct contact with, as 

he puts it, ‘tens of thousands of penises 

and testicles’ in his medical practice. He 

knows his subject intimately.

Secret Parts throws light on the male sexual 

organ from various angles, medical, 

psychological and cultural-historical as 

well as literary. Van Driel admits that over 

the years his professional work has 

produced an ‘uneasy balance’ between 

these different viewpoints, which is 

precisely what prompted him to write this 

book. He often grants world literature the 

final say, since in his view art takes prece-

dence over science.

Van Driel investigates and explains the 

background to medical and psychological 

phenomena, paying due attention to 

historical beliefs. He deals with the main 

elements of the penis and its functions, 

from the scrotum to the glans, from the 

inguinal hernia to infertility, from impo-

tence to the speed of ejaculation. After 

reading this book you’ll be able to enlight-

en others. 

Van Driel reassuringly discusses deterio-

rating sperm, undescended testicles and 

penile lengthening surgery. Describing the 

role of blood flow and the corpora caver-

nosa in an erection he says: ‘The penis is 

one great blood sausage.’ Psychological 

factors that have a bearing on sexual 

experiences (wandering thoughts, the 

madonna-whore complex, castration 

anxiety) and contemporary phenomena 

such as computer sex are treated in riveting 

short sections of their own.

Everyone seems to suffer from some 

affliction that they think they are alone in 

worrying about. The examples Van Driel 

uses to support his arguments in this 

intriguing book – Elvis Presley’s apparent 

preference for fellatio, Isaac Newton’s 

lifelong failure to perform coitus, Lance 

Armstrong’s overcoming testicular cancer 

– are diverse and instructive, and the text is 

enlivened by numerous illustrations. The 

happy combination of cultural patrimony 

and medical information makes this book 

a standard work.

Entertaining guide to the male sexual 

organ which takes account of the female 

reader

Based on the expertise of a medical 

practitioner

Scientifically sound, with a sense of 

humour and sympathy for the human 

condition
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Govert Schilling writes about astron-
omy and space exploration for news-
papers and magazines including 
de Volkskrant, Science and New Scientist.
He has published dozens of books, 
among them Flash! The hunt for cosmic 

super-explosions (2000), which was 
translated into English and Chinese. 
He was awarded the 2002 Eureka! Prize 
for his contribution to popularising 
science and technology.

*
The Hunt for Planet X is a fascinating tale 
by one of the world’s premier astronomy 
writers. Govert Schilling is not only 
scrupulously accurate, he writes beauti-
fully as well.
stephen p. maran, author of ASTRONOMY 

FOR DUMMIES

This colourful account, chock-full of 
fascinating details, is an excellent 
metaphor for the great adventure of 
science.
robbert dijkgraaf, professor of 

mathematical physics at the university 

of amsterdam

The Hunt for Planet X is an 
enthralling read.
scientific american

*
publishing details
De jacht op Planeet X. Sterrenkundigen 

ontdekken de buitendelen van het zonnestel-

sel (2007)
272 pp (92,000 words)
With references
2,400 copies sold

*
rights
Fontaine Uitgevers
Leeuwenlaan 10
nl - 1243 kc ’s Graveland
t + 31 35 656 20 80
f + 31 35 656 33 26
e info@fontaineuitgevers.nl
www.fontaineuitgevers.nl

*
rights sold
Springer (u.s.a.)

*
For other translated titles by this author 
see our website www.nlpvf.nl

Govert Schilling

The Hunt for Planet X
Astronomers discover the outermost bodies of the solar system

‘Astronomy is human handiwork,’ says 

Govert Schilling in The Hunt for Planet X.

His description of the centuries-old quest 

to find new planets in our solar system 

offers the reader a unique glimpse behind 

the scenes of a branch of science that is far 

more adventurous and passionate than we 

might imagine.

Interviews with dozens of prominent 

astronomers based all over the world have 

resulted in stories of great literary value. 

The first is set in a surprising location: 

Franeker in the Dutch province of Fries-

land, where an eighteenth-century wool-

comber and amateur astronomer called 

Eise Eisinga built a mechanical model of 

the six known planets on his living-room 

ceiling. This orrery, which is still in 

working order, was completed in 1781, 

the same year in which William Herschel 

discovered a seventh planet, Uranus. 

Eisinga’s work was therefore outdated 

even before it was properly finished.

This is exactly how science works. As 

soon as we think we know everything, a 

new and unexpected discovery comes 

along. The Hunt for Planet X is packed with 

triumphs and setbacks, each described 

from an original perspective, with an 

emphasis on the human angle. Dave Jewitt, 

for instance, even received threats after 

discovering a large brown dwarf beyond 

the path of Neptune, thereby undermining 

Pluto’s status as a planet.

This was merely the curtain-raiser to an 

astronomical soap opera surrounding 

Pluto. The climax to the story so far has 

been the discovery in 2005 of a distant 

celestial body called Eris, which turned 

out to be larger than Pluto. This presented 

astronomers with a dilemma: either Eris 

and Pluto were both planets or both would 

have to be accorded some other status. 

The considerable likelihood that many 

more ‘Erises’ are concealed in the depths of 

our solar system led the experts to opt for 

the latter: like Eris, Pluto is now designated 

a ‘dwarf planet’. But not all astronomers 

have reconciled themselves to the change 

and their difference of opinion has devel-

oped into an international drama, com-

plete with intrigue, cheating and physical 

intimidation. 

The Hunt for Planet X arrives with the 

search still in full swing, and reports of 

new hunting trophies will undoubtedly 

make future headlines. You need to read 

Schilling’s book, however, to find out 

what’s been going on behind the scenes.

First popular science book to provide the 

full background to the ‘demotion’ of Pluto

Firm focus on the people behind the 

discoveries

A ‘scientific detective story’
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Douwe Draaisma is Professor of the 
History of Psychology at the University 
of Groningen. His successful Metaphors 

of Memory (1995), which sold 15,000 
copies, has been translated into several 
languages and was awarded the Hey-
mans Prize by the Dutch National 
Institute of Psychologists. Why Life 

Speeds Up as You Get Older (2001) was 
also translated into various languages 
and has sold more than 100,000 copies. 
It won four national prizes and was 
shortlisted for the 2005 Aventis Prize, 
the world’s most prestigious award for 
popular science writing. Draaisma’s 
previous book, Disturbances of the Mind

(2006), sold 15,000 copies and several 
translations are forthcoming.

*
Relying at least as much on novels and 
memoirs as on specialist literature, 
Draaisma shows himself to be remark-
ably skilled at exploring human nature, 
as his earlier books have already dem-
onstrated.
nrc handelsblad

Draaisma has an unrivalled gift for 
connecting empirical science with the 
world of everyday experience.
trouw

*
publishing details
De heimweefabriek. Geheugen, tijd & 

ouderdom (2008) 
142 pp (37,000 words)
With notes
50,000 copies sold

*
rights
Historische Uitgeverij
Westersingel 37
nl - 9718 cc Groningen
t +31 50 318 17 00
f +31 50 314 63 83
e info@historischeuitgeverij.com
www.historischeuitgeverij.com

*
rights sold
Eichborn Berlin (Germany)

*
For other translated titles by this author 
see our website www.nlpvf.nl

Douwe Draaisma

The Nostalgia Factory
Memory, time and ageing

You can no longer call to mind the name 

of a man you have known for thirty years. 

You walk into a room and forget what you 

came for. What was the name of that 

famous film you’ve watched so often? 

These are common experiences, and as 

we grow older we tend to worry more and 

more about such lapses. Is our memory 

letting us down? Are these the early signs 

of dementia, the beginning of the end?

Douwe Draaisma is a renowned specialist 

on memory, particularly since the publica-

tion of his Why Life Speeds Up as You Get Older. 

Here in The Nostalgia Factory he focuses on 

memory in later life.

Draaisma writes beautifully and evo-

catively, explaining neurological phenom-

ena in ways that prompt recognition. His 

writing is reminiscent of  Oliver Sacks and 

it is no coincidence that the book includes 

a long interview with the famous British 

author and neurologist, a rather melan-

choly conversation about Sacks’ parents 

and his childhood. As he approached sixty, 

Sacks was overwhelmed by a flood of early 

memories, formerly lost to him; these 

became the basis for his autobiography. 

Draaisma draws upon other examples to 

illustrate this ‘reminiscence effect’, 

described as early as in Dickens’ A Tale of 

Two Cities, where old Mr Lorry suddenly 

starts to dwell on his youth. Clearly our 

memories can sometimes reawaken 

perceptions of events apparently long 

forgotten.

The Nostalgia Factory will greatly encour-

age and reassure those who worry about 

forgetfulness, a failing which actually 

occurs just as often in the young and rarely 

presages dementia. Draaisma even dis-

mantles the stubborn myth that mental 

gymnastics can improve the memory. He 

presents convincing evidence in favour of 

the ageing mind, arguing that we should 

value the nostalgia that survives as recol-

lection, value the intangible nature of past 

events, and the consolation of razor-sharp 

reminiscencing.

Demolishes many persistent fables and 

reassures those who may start to doubt 

themselves as they grow older

Unusual mix of science and literature

5
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Since Cees Nooteboom’s debut in 
1955 with the novel Philip and the Others,
he has compiled an impressive body of 
novels, poetry, short stories and trav-
elogues. His work has earned him 
numerous awards, among them the 
Bordewijk Prize, the American Pegasus 
Prize for Rituals (1980) and the Aristeion 
European Prize for Literature for The 

Following Story (1991). In 2004 he was 
awarded the prestigious P.C. Hooft 
Prize for his oeuvre. Among his other 
books are four travelogues: Berlin Notes 

(1990), which won him the German 3rd 
of October Literature Prize, Roads to 

Santiago (1992), Nooteboom’s Hotel

(2002) and Tumbas (2006).

*
As a reader you get completely caught 
up in the threads of time and space that 
Nooteboom sets vibrating in this book.
de standaard

A breath of fresh air. Every sentence 
breathes stillness and space.
trouw

In Red Rain Cees Nooteboom reveals 
himself as never before.
vrij nederland

*
publishing details
Rode regen (2007)
223 pp (47,000 words)
With illustrations in black-and-white
9,000 copies sold

*
rights
De Bezige Bij
Van Miereveldstraat 1
nl - 1071 dw Amsterdam
t +31 20 305 98 10
f +31 20 305 98 24
e h.deinum@debezigebij.nl
www.debezigebij.nl

*
rights sold
Suhrkamp (Germany), 2007

*
For other translated titles by this author 
see our website www.nlpvf.nl

Cees Nooteboom

Red Rain

Cees Nooteboom’s life has been all about 

travelling, reading and writing, and his 

oeuvre consists of travel stories as well as 

novels and poems. He has always been a 

superb stylist, observing the world with 

his special mixture of astonishment and 

melancholy, but until now Nooteboom has 

written little about his own life.

His new book, a mosaic of stories and 

recollections, is set mainly at the house on 

Menorca where for the past forty years the 

author has spent several months each 

summer. It stands at a place where ‘the 

road and the world stop’, where Noote-

boom finds peace and quiet in his garden, 

among trees and palms, rocks and stray 

animals – including a cat that wandered in 

and has become a regular visitor ever since. 

As summer ends and he prepares to leave, 

he gives the woman next door a mountain 

of cat food. ‘What she thinks of this we 

don’t know. Probably that we’re a pair of 

sentimental idiots who, out of all the 

hundreds of stray cats on the island, have 

selected this one for a life with its own 

house and staff.’

This empathy is typical of the way 

Nooteboom thinks and writes, as is his 

sense of perspective and way of animating 

nature: ‘Shade is great for people, but it’s 

not what an almond tree is after.’ Observa-

tions on the natural world develop into 

penetrating explorations of life in general. 

With abundant winter rainfall the garden 

comes to life, only to revert to a desert 

when the gardener returns, as if it resents 

him for leaving. ‘Years passed before I 

could understand my garden, and bear the 

resentment my absence provoked in it.’

One thing about growing older, he 

writes, is that the time when everything in 

life was of enormous moment and conse-

quence lies behind you for good. Friends 

die and the body sometimes refuses to 

cooperate, but for an author ageing has 

certain advantages, ‘just about everything 

evokes a memory.’ In Red Rain Nooteboom 

remembers, returning to the essentials and 

bringing together many of the themes of 

his work: friendship, travel and landscape, 

as well as inebriated postmen and forgot-

ten brands of cigarette.

Brilliant autobiographical reflections by 

the ‘father of Dutch travel literature’

A melancholy and candid quest into an 

imagined past
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Paul Scheffer worked as correspon-
dent in Paris and Warsaw before becom-
ing a staff writer for NRC Handelsblad.
His articles have appeared in Die Zeit,
Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung, Le Monde 

des Debats, El Pais, Politiken, Tagesanzeiger 

and Morgenbladet. He is currently 
Professor of Urban Sociology at the 
University of Amsterdam.

*
Scheffer’s cordial and carefully con-
sidered appeal for a ‘we’ based on the 
acknowledgement of difference and 
alienation deserves serious attention 
and discussion.
nrc handelsblad

Essential reading for anyone closely or 
even remotely involved with immigra-
tion issues. The best work about migra-
tion ever written in the Low Countries.
de morgen

*
publishing details
Het land van aankomst (2007)
477 pp (150,000 words)
With references
35,000 copies sold

*
rights
De Bezige Bij
Van Miereveldstraat 1
nl - 1071 dw Amsterdam
t +31 20 305 98 10
f +31 20 305 98 24
e h.deinum@debezigebij.nl
www.debezigebij.nl

*
rights sold
Hanser (Germany) and 
Tiderne Skifter (Denmark)

Paul Scheffer

The Unsettled Land
The open society and its immigrants

Eight years ago, before the attacks of 

9/11, the debate about immigration and 

integration in the Netherlands was 

brought into sharp focus by a disturbing 

article by Paul Scheffer. Silently, and out 

of sight of policymakers, he wrote, an 

ethnic underclass has grown up that is 

becoming alienated from society with 

alarming speed. Scheffer’s analysis came 

as a bombshell, not least because he is a 

highly respected public intellectual with 

a social-democratic background.

In The Unsettled Land the author describes 

how the debate unleashed by that article 

changed his life. Both the tough criticism 

and the praise he received reinforced his 

conviction that the Netherlands would be 

better off without the national tendency to 

give a wide berth to potentially divisive 

issues.

Scheffer raises the debate above the level 

of trench warfare by placing the problem-

atic integration of newcomers to the 

Netherlands in an international context. 

‘Dutch Deadly Tolerance’ was the headline 

to an American newspaper report on the 

murder of filmmaker and maverick Theo 

van Gogh by a young home-grown Islamic 

fundamentalist. But Scheffer shows that 

such problems are not typically Dutch. He 

draws on American history to demonstrate 

that even in the country that leads the 

world in integrating immigrants, huge 

influxes of people have from time to time 

led to enormous problems and social 

unrest. He also investigates the various 

ways in which nations like France and the 

U.K., and cities such as Lyon, Amsterdam 

and Stockholm, have coped with the 

profound social impact of immigration.

He concludes that a reluctance to talk 

about the problems inextricably bound up 

with this impact can never be part of the 

solution, nor can grumbling about new-

comers. At the same time, neither side is 

going to come through the necessary 

debate unscathed. ‘Fighting binds us 

together,’ Scheffer writes. With some 

knowledge of history, and an understand-

ing of what is happening, clashes may 

actually help the scars to heal. Or as 

Scheffer puts it: ‘The quest for a way to live 

together requires us all to take a close look 

at ourselves, not by betraying the open 

society, but by becoming more faithful to 

that ideal.’

An international, comparative approach 

that stands as a valuable contribution to all 

national debates about immigration

A study that crosses borders, drawing 

upon social psychology, urban sociology, 

international relations, history and 

cultural anthropology

Points towards a new consensus that can 

provide a balance between openness and 

exclusion

7

*

*

*



Linda Polman is a freelance journalist, 
specializing in international military 
and humanitarian interventions. She 
has worked for Dutch national television 
and radio, European radio stations, and 
a range of Dutch and Belgian news-
papers. Polman is guest lecturer in 
journalism at the University of Utrecht. 
She is the author of The Floating City

(1991), an account of the journeys she 
made through Zaire, Kenya and Malawi, 
and Bot Pippel (1993), about Haitian 
refugees. We Did Nothing. Why the truth 

doesn’t always come out when the UN goes 

in (1997) was widely translated and 
shortlisted for the Lettre Ulysses and 
the Index on Censorship awards.

*
On We Did Nothing. Why the truth doesn’t 

always come out when the UN goes in:

Excellently written, sad, indeed devas-
tating. It is important that responsible 
people should read this and draw their 
own conclusions.  ryszard kapuscinski

This book recalls the reportage of 
Ryszard Kapuscinski and the black 
humour of Evelyn Waugh and Graham 
Greene’s fiction.  the guardian

A testament to the limits of human 
suffering and of attempts to rescue 
some humanity.
times literary supplement

*
publishing details
De crisiskaravaan. De achterkant van 

de humanitaire noodhulpindustrie  (2008)
256 pp (70,000 words)
With notes and references

*
rights
Balans
Herengracht 370-372
nl - 1016 ch Amsterdam
t +31 20 524 75 80
t +31 20 524 75 89
e balans@uitgeverijbalans.nl
www.uitgeverijbalans.nl

*
rights sold
Penguin (u.k.)

*
For other translated titles by this author 
see our website www.nlpvf.nl

Linda Polman

With Friends Like These
The untold story of humanitarian aid operations in war zones

Imagine receiving a phone call from the 

Nazis: You may deliver aid to the concen-

tration camps, but the camp management 

will decide how much goes to the staff and 

how much to the prisoners. What do you 

do? Linda Polman starts her book with a 

bang with this dilemma. It is the question 

that humanitarian organizations wrestle 

with, whether to remain neutral or to 

withdraw if wrongful use is made of their 

assistance, especially now that the major- 

ity of today’s war victims are civilians.

Combining reportage, analysis and 

discussion, the author lays bare the 

disconcerting contrast between the aid 

organizations’ noble declarations of intent 

and the practicalities of their work in areas 

of conflict. Most remain neutral as a matter 

of principle, simply ignoring the compli-

cated context they are working in, often 

with dramatic results. One illustration is 

Polman’s visit to a refugee camp in Goma, 

where Hutu extremists, sustained by 

humanitarian aid, regrouped to terrorize 

the camp’s inhabitants. 

Polman illuminates countless aspects of 

the flip side to the aid industry, such as 

amputees in Sierra Leone being deluged 

with artificial limbs by competing aid 

organizations or forced to consent to 

adoptions. She explodes myths surround-

ing catastrophes, stories about the famine 

in Biafra, for example, where local rulers 

decided whether or not to allow food 

distribution, thereby determining whether 

people fled or stayed put. ‘Famine rarely 

results from food shortages. It arises far 

more often because people are denied their 

right to food.’ The appalling security 

situation in Afghanistan means projects 

are outsourced, and enormous sums of 

money disappear along unaccountable 

chains of contractors and subcontractors. 

Recipients make improper use of funding. 

‘Aid groups are happy to allow themselves 

to be financed three times over. After all, 

donors don’t come here to check,’ an 

Afghan accountant tells her.

The aid industry, the world’s fifth largest 

economy, ‘are businesses in a market of 

supply and demand dressed up as Mother 

Teresa, but that’s not the way we see them,’ 

writes Polman. Henri Dunant, founder of 

the Red Cross, spoke of ‘the human desire 

to lighten a little the torments of all these 

poor wretches.’ Polman’s book makes clear 

that the recipients of humanitarian aid are 

not necessarily well served by this desire. 

A book that could not have been more 

timely, looking behind the scenes of the 

aid industry’s multi-billion dollar opera-

tions in the world’s war zones

Required reading for humanitarian aid 

workers, diplomats, politicians, think-

tankers and aid-givers

8

*

*



Sjeng Scheyen studied Slavic Lan-
guages at Leiden University and is a 
specialist in fin-de-siècle Russian art. 
He writes regularly on film, poetry, 
dance, classical music and politics. 
Scheyen is artistic adviser to the Victoria 
and Albert Museum’s 2010 Diaghilev/
Ballets Russes exhibition and is involved 
with the Diaghilev exhibitions to be 
held in Monaco and Moscow in 2009. 

*
With important sections on Diaghilev’s 
family, education, aesthetic criteria and 
psychological makeup, Sergei Diaghilev,
a life for the arts is a luminous, engaging 
and refreshing study of Diaghilev’s 
national commitment, international 
mission and deep influence on the 
evolution of the visual and performing 
arts.
prof. dr. john bowlt, university of 

southern california, director of the 

institute of modern russian culture

*
publishing details
Sergei Diaghilev. Een leven voor de kunst

(2008)
400 pp (140,000 words)
With illustrations in colour and black-
and-white, notes and references

*
rights
Andrew Nurnberg Associates
Clerkenwell House
45-47 Clerkenwell Green
London EC1R 0QX
t +44 (0)207 417 88 00
f +44 (0)207 417 88 12
e contact@andrewnurnberg.com
www.andrewnurnberg.com

*
rights sold
Profile Books (u.k.)

Sjeng Scheyen 

Sergei Diaghilev
A life for the arts

As founder of the exotic Ballets Russes in 

1909 and father of modern dance theatre, 

Sergei Diaghilev has gained legendary 

status as one of the most influential artistic 

pioneers of the twentieth century. In this 

comprehensive biography Sjeng Scheyen 

sheds fresh light on his life and achieve-

ments, peeling away the shrouds of myth 

that surround him. 

Scheyen dispels some tenacious rumours, 

from the size of Diaghilev’s head at birth 

(purportedly the cause of his mother’s 

death) to his tumultuous relationship with 

Nijinsky, who was perhaps less a victim 

of Diaghilev’s stifling possessiveness than 

we have been led to believe. He paints an 

intimate portrait, drawing upon previously 

unknown letters written by Diaghilev to 

his stepmother, which reveal a more 

gentle, loving and anxious side to him. 

Finally, new archival research provides 

harrowing details about the persecution 

of his relatives in the Soviet Union and his 

attempts, from exile in France, to save his 

family from imprisonment – a tragic finale 

to a life that was in every respect dramatic 

and colourful. 

It is astonishing how Diaghilev’s discern-

ing eye for talent led him to commission 

work from some of the world’s greatest 

artists: foremost among them the compos-

ers Ravel, Debussy, Satie, Stravinsky and 

Prokofiev; the artists Picasso, Matisse, 

Braque and Cocteau; the choreographers 

Massine, Nijinsky and Balanchine. Scheyen 

minutely reconstructs the tumultuous 

opening night of the Ballets Russes’ first 

production, Le Pavillion d’Armide, and the 

disastrous premiere of Le Sacre du Printemps,  

which was allegedly broken up by the 

police. 

Diaghilev’s despotism led to incessant 

squabbling and agitation at the Ballet 

Russes. Scheyen makes palpable the 

strength and virtuosity required of Diaghi-

lev in producing pioneering performances 

in continental Europe year after year. Cut 

off from revolutionary Russia, plagued by 

debts and frequently unhappy in love, 

Diaghilev’s devotion to detail and unre-

lenting drive to reach new heights of 

dramatic expression are clear testimony 

to his monumental talent. 

As Scheyen demonstrates, it was precisely 

this unbridled energy, along with his 

uncompromising attitude towards aesthet-

ics and his belief in the superiority of art to 

life, that enabled Diaghilev to leave a 

lasting impression on the cultural history 

of Europe.

Draws on previously unknown letters, 

telegrams, diaries, newspapers clippings 

and other valuable biographical material

Photographs published here for the first 

time, discovered in Russian archives and 

private collections
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Jeroen de Valk has worked as a 
journalist since 1979, as jazz reporter 
for Het Parool and later for Algemeen 

Dagblad where his subjects include 
music and culture. His 1989 biography 
of Chet Baker was translated into 
English, German and Japanese. 1992 
saw the publication of Ben Webster,
which also appeared in English.

*
A meticulous, informative biography 
that navigates beautifully between 
macabre and joyous material.
de volkskrant

Little about this trumpet player has 
escaped the attention of Jeroen de Valk.
nrc handelsblad

De Valk is an authority with his heart 
in the right place. 
de standaard

A book that describes the reality 
without tarnishing the dream.
die zeit

*
publishing details
Chet Baker. Herinneringen aan een lyrisch 

trompettist (2007)
293 pp (88,000 words)
With illustrations in black-and-white 
and notes
10,000 copies sold

*
rights
Van Gennep
Nieuwezijds Voorburgwal 330
nl - 1012 RW Amsterdam
t +31 20 624 70 33
f +31 20 624 70 35
e Chris@vangennep-boeken.nl

*
rights sold
Gendai Tosho (Japan), 2005
English and German rights are available

*
For other translated titles by this author 
see our website www.nlpvf.nl

Jeroen de Valk 

Chet Baker
His life and music

Jeroen de Valk’s Chet Baker has been 

praised as ‘a classic of modern jazz 

biography’. It is the first and still the 

most authoritative account of the life of 

the man who, twenty years after his death, 

is no less a cult hero than when he was 

alive. One thing is certain: after reading 

this book you will know no jazz musician 

more intimately than Chet Baker.

After his meteoric rise to stardom in the 

early fifties as a member of Gerry Mulli-

gan’s legendary pianoless quartet, Baker 

set out on a life that was to assume mythi-

cal proportions. World-famous as a stage 

performer, he travelled the globe for years 

as a ‘high-class hobo’, with no home and 

no bank account, with drugs as his best 

friends. A dreamy, boyishly handsome 

man, his melodic improvisations could 

charm the birds from the trees; a trumpet 

player who sang, he magnetized audiences 

with his angelic delivery; a lifelong junkie, 

he would miss performances because he 

had been arrested yet again or because he 

needed more time for his dentures to fit 

properly.

Sensation-seeking journalists could not 

get enough: Jazz and Drugs! This book is 

the sublime counterpart to the larger-than-

life image. De Valk presents facts and true 

stories based on research carried out with 

the thoroughness of a life’s work. Despite 

being a lifelong admirer and knowing 

more than anyone else about Baker, he 

steers clear of psychology and misplaced 

romanticism. The last thing the life of Chet 

Baker needs is hyperbole or extrapolation.

Chet Baker is an almost entirely rewritten, 

updated version of the biography that first 

appeared in 1989, twice as thick, retaining 

only one chapter from the original book. 

For this we have the musicians to thank 

who once played with Baker and have 

recently been willing to talk for the first 

time, as well as the internet, which made it 

possible to track down many of those who 

eluded the author the first time round, and 

De Valk’s own relentless pursuit of his 

story. He has even managed to unearth 

new facts about Chet Baker’s death in a 

fall from a hotel window in Amsterdam 

on 13 May 1988.

Challenges the American notion that Chet 

Baker was washed up by 1956

New information about the Italian period 

in the early sixties, and the years 1968 to 

1973 when Baker was preparing his 

comeback

Extensive discography, with commentary 

on 250 recordings
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Non-Fiction Recent translations
Jeroen van Bergeijk
My Mercedes Is Not For Sale
(Mijn mercedes is niet te koop)
Published in English by Broadway Books in 2008. 
Also in German (Piper, 2008).

*
Matthijs van Boxsel
The Encyclopaedia of Stupidity
(De encyclopedie van de domheid)
Published in French by Payot in 2007. Also in Greek 
(Alexandreia, 2007), Italian (Chiare Lettere, 2007) 
and Japanese (Jiritsu Shobo, 2007).

*
Stella Braam
I Have Alzheimer’s
(Ik heb Alzheimer)
Published in German by Beltz in 2007. Also in Estonian 
(Tammerraamat) and Lithuanian (Rasa).

Helga Deen
Never To Be Forgotten
(Dit is om nooit meer te vergeten)
Published in German by Rowohlt in 2007. Also in 
Italian (Rizzoli).

*
Midas Dekkers
Physical Exercise
(Lichamelijke oefening)
Published in Danish by Tiderne Skifter in 2008. Also in 
Chinese (Flower City) and  German (Blessing).

*
Douwe Draaisma
Disturbed Minds
(Ontregelde geesten)
Published in German by Eichborn Berlin in 2008. Also in 
English (Cambridge University Press), Hungarian (Gondolat), 
Korean (Eco Livres), Polish (P.I.W.) and Portuguese (Sextante).



For other translated titles see our website www.nlpvf.nl

Jelto Drenth
The Origin of the World
(De oorsprong van de wereld)
Published in Turkish by Agora in 2007. Also in Hungarian 
(Nyitott Könyvmühely), Russian (Ripol), Spanish (Libros 
de Araucaria, 2008) and Traditional Chinese (Goodness).

*
Etty Hillesum
An Interrupted Life
(Het verstoorde leven. Dagboek 1941-1943) 
Published in Portuguese by Assírio & Alvim in 2008. Also 
in Czech (Karmelitánské) and Spanish (Anthropos, 2007).

*
Johan Huizinga
Homo Ludens
(Homo ludens)
Published in Polish by Aletheia in 2007. Also in Armenian 
(Sargis Khachents, 2007), Chinese (Flower City, 2007), 
Romanian (Humanitas) and Slovenian (Student Publishing 
House).

Hans Jansen
The Historical Mohammed 
(De historische Mohammed)
Published in German by C.H. Beck in 2008. 

*
Margalith Kleijwegt
Invisible Parents
(Onzichtbare ouders. De buurt van Mohammed B)
Published in German by Herder in 2008.

*
Salomon Kroonenberg
The Human Scale
(De menselijke maat)
Published in German by Primus in 2008. Also in Turkish 
(Kitap).
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Non-Fiction Recent translations
Joris Luyendijk
Almost Human
(Het zijn net mensen)
Published in Italian by Il Saggiatore in 2008.  Also in 
Arabic (Arabic Scientific), Danish (Informations), English 
(Reportage), German (Tropen, 2007) and Hungarian 
(Nyitott Könyvmühely).

*
Floris-Jan van Luyn
A Floating City of Peasants
(Een stad van boeren)
Published in English by The New Press in 2008. 

*
Geert Mak
In Europe 
(In Europa)
Published in English by Harvill Secker / Pantheon in 2007. 
Also in Chinese (Guangxi University Press), Czech (Barrister), 
French (Gallimard, 2007), Greek (Metaichmio, 2007), Japa-
nese (Tokuma Shoten), Norwegian (Cappelen, 2008), Polish 
(P.I.W.), Turkish (Literature) and Ukranian (Zhupansky).

Cees Nooteboom
Nomad’s Hotel
(Nootebooms hotel)
Published in Turkish by Sel in 2008.

*
Betsy Udink
Allah & Eva
(Allah & Eva)
Published in German by C.H. Beck in 2007. Also in Danish 
(Art People) and Hungarian (Nyitott Könyvmühely, 2008).

*
Frank Westerman
Ararat
(Ararat)
Published in Spanish by Siruela in 2008. Also in English 
(Harvill Secker, 2008), French (Christian Bourgois), 
German (Christoph Links, 2008), Italian (Iperborea ) and 
Polish (Iskry). 
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