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Guide to Ancient Rome by contemporaries

City in marble is not the only travel guide to take with you,
2but it is an indispensable one for those planning to visit Rome.

Those structures that in a common guide remain famous ruins
become in Jona Lendering’s Guide to Ancient Rome components of one
of the most exciting cities from early world history.

Lendering delights his readers with his felicitous gift of being able
to look through the ruins to life enacted there many centuries ago. For
a colourful description of this society, he has at his disposal a histori-
cal staff of reliable employees: writers, poets, thinkers, and politicians
from Antiquity, witnesses whom he gladly quotes and interweaves to
generate a fascinating picture of the times.

Lendering’s Ancient Rome covers the era of the emperors of the 
Severian dynasty (193-235 ce) when the Roman Empire was at the
height of its power. Rome was then a multicultural cosmopolitan city
with one million inhabitants. City in Marble, however, is not a new ode
to Roman achievement. In his narrative, Lendering opts for everyday
life and the human scale, in politics, the arts, and the existence of the
common man.

In his opinion, travel guides tend to emphasise the beauty and
excellence of ‘bygone times’, but life has always been much more than
that. Moreover, it is good to have our worldview challenged by that of
a different society: ‘It is a shame to travel hundreds of kilometres and
to return without losing even a single preconception’. This is the basis
of his perusal of the strictly hierarchical, often-ruthless Ancient
Rome. What he sees is a world that provokes thought about both
bygone and present times.

Accompanied by the author, the reader visits the bathhouses of
Caracalla, the Colosseum during the torrid gladiator games, the
Forum Romanum where emperors, senators, and speakers held sway,
and the well-attended theatres. But he also takes in the large Jewish
quarter and the poor neighbourhoods where the city resembles ‘a
modern third-world country’. Ancient Rome flourishes once again in
Lendering’s text: a travel guide can scarcely earn a greater compli-
ment. 

Jona Lendering is an expert on Antiquity and gives
courses on Mediterranean history for the Vrije
Universiteit of Amsterdam. His earlier work
includes An Interim Manager in the Roman Empire.
Pliny in Bithynia, and the highly acclaimed The
Edges of the World. The Romans between the Schelde and
Eems rivers.

publishing details
Stad in marmer. Gids voor het antieke

Rome aan de hand van tijdgenoten

(2002) 
345 pp, with illustrations and
references

rights
Athenaeum-Polak & Van Gennep
Singel 262
nl6-61016 ac2Amsterdam
tel. +31 20 551 12 62
fax +31 20 620 35 09
e-mail f.jansen@querido.nl
www.klassieken.nl

Jona Lendering

City in Marble

The many pages on the Colosseum and the gruesome
games and murders are absolutely brilliant. The section
on the gladiators is the climax.
de volkskrant

Lendering has an admirable knowledge of a broad range
of sources. He writes attractively and provides masses of
surprising and anecdotal fragments that are shown to
full advantage due to the topographical-historical focus.
de morgen
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publishing details
Gladiatoren. Volksvermaak in het

Colosseum (2003)
253 pp, 5,500 copies sold
With illustrations, notes and
references

rights
Athenaeum-Polak & Van Gennep
Singel 262
nl6-61016 ac2Amsterdam
tel. +31 20 551 12 62
fax +31 20 620 35 09
e-mail f.jansen@querido.nl
www.klassieken.nl

titles in translation
Emperors Don’t Die in Bed. Routledge (United Kingdom) and
Primus (Germany) in preparation.
Gladiators. Souvenir (United Kingdom), Patmos (Germany) and
Laterza (Italy) in preparation.

Fik Meijer is a Professor of Ancient History at the
University of Amsterdam, a translator and writer.
He is also the author of A Sideways Look at Antiquity,
St. Paul’s Voyage to Rome and Emperors Don’t Die in
Bed.

Ancient rome may have had an impressive culture and
2architecture, but it was here that the cruellest6–6and

immensely popular6–6spectacles were organised: the gladiator
fights. Many historians have condemned such excessive cruelty,
but have been unable to explain it. Fik Meijer places the shows
in their historical context, showing how man-to-man fighting
persisted in Europe for centuries and how animal fights have
retained their popularity into modern times.

The gladiator fights formed the climax of a day of life-and-
death struggles after those between men and animals, and ani-
mals and animals. In the third century, fights were staged in
more than two hundred theatres around the Roman Empire,
with those in the Colosseum in Rome, in particular, being on an
unprecedented scale. Millions of Romans gaped in awe at the
dance of death performed in the arena. Gladiators provided a
constant source of gossip, and bets changed hands daily.

Classic historian Meijer paints a lively picture of gladiator
combat and everything it entailed. How did someone become a
gladiator, how much did he earn and how much chance was
there of coming out of a fight alive? What wild beasts did he
have to take on and how did the Romans get them into the
arena? Meijer presents all the details, including how gladiators
nearing exhaustion were coaxed into fighting on with burning-
hot metal plates and how corpses and carcasses were disposed of
after a day of contests. Finally, he investigates the reliability of
such films as Spartacus and Gladiator.

The gladiators, with their bravado and contempt of death,
were the symbol of virtue and courage for the Romans. And they
fired the imagination, symbolising, as they did, the grandeur of
Rome. It was war and violence that had made Rome great. The
arena became an extension of the battlefield and the place where
the Romans quenched their thirst for bloodshed and merciless
massacre. Although gladiator fights were banned in the fifth
century once Christianity had become the state religion, a fasci-
nation with violent spectacle remains to this day.

Public amusement in the Colosseum

Fik Meijer

Gladiators

Fik Meijer covers just about every aspect of the gladiator
fights in his thrilling, fast-paced book.
nrc handelsblad

Meijer’s book gives an excellent picture of the entire
organisation behind the gladiator fights.
de volkskrant

Meijer’s pen succeeds in evoking the woeful stench of
blood.
trouw
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The life of a Dutch East India Company sailor 

In 1757, georg naporra began the chronicle of his life, which pro-
2duced a unique document. The first part of Naporra’s autobiography,

covering his youth and his life as a sailor in the service of the Dutch East
India Company, was discovered a few years ago by the historian Roelof van
Gelder in the Rotterdam Maritime Museum. The detailed hand-written
descriptions provide a probing look into life on board an East Indiaman,
seen through the eyes of a member of the crew.

Naporra was just twenty-five, but had already seen more than most peo-
ple in an entire lifetime. Born into a free farming family in East Prussia, he
had left for Amsterdam and joined the East India Company. He had sailed
to the Dutch East Indies and, unlike many of his comrades, had survived
both the outbound and the homeward voyage. 

In Naporra’s Detour which is based on Naporra’s life story, supplemented
by information from numerous other sources, Van Gelder reconstructs
the task division on board, the sickness and dangers that threatened the
crew, and the relationships between officers and men. Naporra was an
accurate observer, even noting down the weekly menu served to the crew.
He is discreet about the regular incidence of sodomy, but even so Van
Gelder is able to describe the extent of this phenomenon and the strict
punishments it carried. 

Like many another seaman, Georg Naporra continually cursed his lot in
life. How someone nevertheless ends up joining the merchant navy is
described in the first part of Naporra’s chronicle. Superfluous on his
father’s farm, too good for the life of a lackey and a failure as a merchant’s
assistant, he is seduced by the mystery of the Orient and the promise of
getting rich quickly.

He finally succeeded in the latter. Naporra ends up in Danzig as a well-
to-do merchant, probably trading in spices. For the last part of the story,
Van Gelder could not draw on Naporra’s autobiography, as the second part
is still missing. Thanks to his wide knowledge of history, local research
and, above all, his lively pen, he still manages to steep the reader in the rich
details of his later life. In this book, it is as if Naporra’s voice from the past
is recounting his life story to us personally.

Roelof van Gelder is a historian and editor of
the daily NRC Handelsblad. He has published
books about the history of Amsterdam
(Amsterdam from 1275 to 1795) and the Dutch
East India Company (Traces of the Company, The
Dutch East Indian Adventure and In the Company’s
Service).

publishing details
Naporra’s omweg. Het leven van een

voc-matroos (1731-1793) (2003)
525 pp, with notes, references and
illustrations

rights
Contact
Herengracht 481
nl6-61017 bt2Amsterdam
tel. +31 20 524 98 00
fax +31 20 627 68 51
e-mail mnagtegaal@contact-bv.nl
www.foreignrights.boekenwereld.com

titles in translation
The Dutch East Indian Adventure. Bremerhaven:
Deutsches Schiffahrtsmuseum, in preparation.

Roelof van Gelder

Naporra’s Detour

the press on the dutch east indian

adventure:

Roelof van Gelder has unearthed a great many
unknown and fascinating sources and has dug
deeply for supplementary material, largely in
obscure German libraries and archives.
nrc handelsblad

What makes Naporra’s Detour above all else so
fascinating is that nothing,not one single thing, is
made up or romanticized…  In this way the collabo-
ration of the friends Naporra and Van Gelder has
given rise to aunique portrait of the eighteenth
century.
geert mak in nrc handelsblad
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publishing details
Europa’s koloniale eeuw.

De koloniale rijken in de

negentiende eeuw (2003)
397 pp, with illustrations,
notes and references

rights
Prometheus / Bert Bakker
Herengracht 507
nl6-61017 bv2Amsterdam
tel. +31 20 624 19 34 
fax +31 20 622 54 61 
e-mail rights@pbo.nl
www.pbo.nl

titles in translation
Europe’s Colonial Age. Longman (United Kingdom), in preparation.
Divide and Rule. The partition of Africa, 1880-1914. Westport: Praeger, 1996. Also in
French (Denoël, 1996; Gallimard, 2002), Portuguese (Editora ufrj, 1998), German
(Franz Steiner Verlag, 1999), Spanish (Península, 1999) and Italian (Corbaccio, 2001).
Certain Ideas on France. Essays on French history and civilization. Westport/London:
Greenwood Press, 2002.
Soldier and Warrior. French attitudes towards the army and war of the First World

War. Westport/London: Greenwood Press, 2000.

Henri Wesseling is Professor Emeritus at Leiden
University, Honorary Fellow of the Netherlands
Institute for Advanced Study (nias) and Editor in
Chief of the European Review. His earlier
publications include Certain Ideas on France, Soldier
and Warrior. French attitudes towards the army and war
of the First World War, and Divide and Rule. The
partition of Africa.

European colonialism lasted barely a hundred years. The
3historian Henri Wesseling stated this in his earlier book, Divide

and Rule: the partition of Africa. In Europa’s Colonial Age he proves this
premise for all European colonial empires, which, at their high point,
encompassed most of the inhabited world.

Wesseling ranges widely through history to show how differently
colonial developments progressed in the various spheres of influence.
Before the Napoleonic time colonialism was primarily a matter of
trading posts, while the American territories, with their already more
durable settlements, were virtually all independent. It was only after
this period that imperial colonialism emerged, although it was not
until 1870 that the process was undertaken with any seriousness.

The last parts of unoccupied territory were divided amongst the
European states, including such colonial newcomers as Italy, Belgium
and Germany. While the latter two’s urge to conquer depended pri-
marily on the initiative of one man, the imperial activities of France
and Great Britain were more of a national affair, which, however, crys-
tallised into two entirely different forms of government. This imper-
ial dream was short-lived, lasting only to the end of World War I,
although it took another fifty years for the last remnants to disappear.

Wesseling makes it clear that economic profit was not the primary
driving force. Nationalism and the desire to play a role on the world’s
stage were far more important. With equal lack of bias he describes
the conflict between the wish to conquer and the ethical conscience of
the colonising nations, the controversial heritage of slavery and its
consequences for the colonised territories.

Wesseling skilfully alternates the broad perspectives with attention
to minor, often bizarre details. A war over a fly-swatter, a plan for a
papal colony, and a British ambassador unable to stop Belgium’s
annexation of the Congo because he happens to be on holiday: all
these incidents help to make the book as fascinating as its central
premises are provocative.

The colonial empires of the 19th century

Henri Wesseling

Europe’s Colonial Age

Wesseling has written a standard work.
de volkskrant

on divide and rule:

I have read this book with huge enjoyment and enlight-
enment. It is really a wonderful achievement: lively,
vivid and intellectually persuasive.
simon schama, columbia university
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From the Cold War to the 21st century

‘Why do things always go wrong in Africa?’ This was the question
4that bothered Roel van der Veen in the policy section of the Dutch

Ministry of Foreign Affairs. In his voluminous summary of developments
over the past half-century6–6the time in which most African countries gained
independence6–6Van der Veen blames Africanisation: centuries-old traditions
that stand in the way of development. In other words: Africa is digging its
own grave.

Van der Veen suggests provocatively that Africa could easily provide for
itself, even if the number of Africans were to double. But Africa is still pre-
modern; there is not yet any incentive to develop. The main culprit responsi-
ble for cultural deprivation is neither colonialism, nor western trade barri-
ers, but below-par government and a stifling system of personal networks
with little regard for national interests. The combination of patronage, all-
encompassing power and the pre-modern workings of the economy with
weak, western-style state institutions have led to what has been called the
‘failed state’. Failed states don’t succeed in fulfilling even the most basic state
tasks, such as maintaining law and order, let alone contributing to develop-
ment.

Which is why, according to Van der Veen, foreign aid and the fight against
poverty are doomed to fail. In his highly readable and fast-paced study he
comes to a moderately optimistic conclusion: despite the conservative elite,
some change is underway in the African system, from the inside outwards.
Slowly but surely, new traditions are being created in which political
involvement becomes less insecure and unsafe and those wielding power
will be less inclined to pander only to their own network. 

A middle class may be emerging from the informal economy, which could
become the core of a new, dynamic private economy. Van der Veen hopes
that the power and stability of possible future constitutions will inspire all
African countries. In any event, he relieves the West of a heavy burden of
responsibility: we are not indispensable to the salvation of Africa.

Van der Veen’s provocative book gives a clear-cut view of what is happen-
ing in Africa at the moment: the developments in 43 African countries are
convincingly placed in a common context. His controversial statements
enable him to enliven the debate on Africa and our involvement in the con-
tinent.

Roel van der Veen studied history and
medicine at the University of Groningen
before joining the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs. Today he works for the policy section
of the Sub-Saharan Africa Department. Roel
van der Veen has written many memoranda
on African Policy, in particular, for the
ministry and for development cooperation.

publishing details
Afrika. Van de Koude Oorlog naar de

21e eeuw (2002)
456 pp,  4,000 copies sold
With notes and references

rights
kit Publishers
Postbus 95001
nl6-61090 ha2Amsterdam
tel. +31 20 568 85 15
fax +31 20  568 82 86
e-mail publishers@kit.nl
www.kit.nl/publishers

Roel van der Veen

Africa

Van der Veen’s provocative views have produced a
biting book. He has succeeded in recording his
theories accessibly and sometimes amusingly.
nrc handelsblad

Roel van der Veen has written a comprehensive,
accessible book, in which the discussion of the
African state and the role of the donor world is
conducted on the cutting edge.
internationale spectator
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publishing details
Woestijnnomaden. Trektocht door

Sudan (2003)
255 pp, with maps

rights
Contact
Herengracht 481
nl6-61017 bt2Amsterdam
tel. +31 20 524 98 00
fax +31 20 627 68 51
e-mail mnagtegaal@contact-bv.nl
http://foreign@.boekenwereld.com

titles in translation
A Rain of Eternal Fire. Hamburg: Rowohlt, 2001.

Arita Baaijens gave up her job as an environ-
mental biologist more than ten years ago, since
when she has trekked through the Egyptian and
Sudanese desert every winter with her camels. As
an author, photographer and radio producer, she
regularly produces reports on her travels. She
earlier published A Rain of Eternal Fire and Farafra
Oasis and compiled the anthology, The Desert as a
Passion.

Arita baaijens feels most at home in the desert: the silence, the
29peace, the endless plains, the sobriety, the hardship, the scarce

human contact6–6Baaijens finds it all far preferable to the noisy chaos of
the West. In Desert Nomads she recounts the story of two spectacular
treks through the inhospitable, deserted Northern Sudan, through the
province of Darfur, which borders on Chad, Libya and Egypt.

One of her destinations was the Nukheila oasis, often referred to as
the oasis of a thousand date palms. The Hungarian Duke Almásy6–6the
model for the main character in the film The English Patient6–6visited this
mythical oasis in 1935. It was partly the historical sensation of following
in his footsteps seventy years on that prompted Baaijens to take this
adventurous trip.

Baaijens’ travel account makes fascinating and educational reading, as
she does not limit herself to describing her travels, but also expands, en
passant, on the history of the Sudan and its neighbouring countries, on
the customs and habits of the areas she visits and the peoples she comes
into contact with. She describes the fatal colonial politics of the British
Empire which to this day left the Sudan a torn country6–6north versus
south6–6as well as describing a form of Islam according to which women
are not punished for infidelity during the long months when their
camel-driving husbands are away and women, too, have the chance to
remarry after divorce. 

Baaijens travels only with men: her guide and armed protectors lead
her in her voyage of discovery to virtually unrecorded ruins, hidden
springs and lost cities. The relationship between the ‘rich’ westerner
who can afford the luxury of travelling through the desert for pleasure,
and the Arabs she employs is a rich source of  lively and funny anecdotes.
Suspicion becomes trust, hostile eyes turn kind and full of admiration
and friendship.

Arita Baaijens is fascinated not only by the desert, but also by the life
of desert nomads, who, despite drought and starvation, persist in the
spartan, wandering existence they have been accustomed to for cen-
turies. Travelling with camels and sheep is simply their way of life,
regardless the physical hardship, dangers and disease.

Trekking through the Sudan

Arita Baaijens

Desert Nomads

A fascinating and informative report… More than
anything it reveals thatthe idealized image of the
unconventional, adventurous nomad is definitely-
history6–6if it ever existed in the first place.
nrc handelsblad
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The Netherlands’ most intriguing double agent

In 1925, leonie pütz, 24 years old, settled in the Amsterdam of the roaring
2twenties. Thanks to her acting talents, this stunning beauty from the Ger-

man city of Aachen quickly managed to work her way to the top of the Dutch
theatrical world, where she performed alongside the major celebrities of the
times. But no one knew of her background as a spy for Germany, and only a few
were aware of the fact that she was also active for the Dutch, British, and
French intelligence services.

Leonie Reiman6–6her pseudonym6–6had a thorough command of the finesses
of espionage, and was able to elicit information that contacts had never
planned to reveal. Men in high places, including various Ministers and a
Procurator-General, fell for her refined charms and sharp intellect, while 
others became tangled in her web for the rest of their lives. Just before the out-
break of war, she opened a nightclub exclusively for the rich and powerful.
Their conversations were monitored by hidden microphones.

In 1941, when, with British help, Wehrmacht General Eduard Wagner drew
up plans to depose Hitler, Leonie was used to liaise between Wagner and Lon-
don. However, the Sicherheitsdienst got wind of the plan and Leonie was sent to
Ravensbrück under sentence of death.

She managed inventively to survive the nightmare and the political power
struggle in the women’s concentration camp. After returning to the Nether-
lands via Sweden, thanks to Count Folke Bernadotte’s efforts, Leonie played a
prominent role in the Netherlands’ first post-war intelligence service. By
cross-examining and manipulating top Nazis, Leonie heard of the so-called
stadhoudersbrief, a letter in which Prince Bernhard in 1941 allegedly offered his
services to Hitler as the stadtholder for the Netherlands. The disputed exis-
tence of this letter hangs as a sword of Damocles above the Dutch monarchy
right down to the present day.

In this amazing biography, Leonie’s role is analysed on the basis of thorough
archival research. The book sketches the life of a hyper-intelligent female spy,
in which nothing is quite what it seems and in which semblance and reality
merge. Why was she accused of war crimes? Which well-known Dutch func-
tionaries could she blackmail and manipulate? When Leonie died in 1978, a
down-and-out alcoholic, many former functionaries heaved a sigh of relief.

Gerard Aalders is a senior researcher at the
Netherlands Institute for War Documen-
tation. He obtained his doctorate with a
thesis on Sweden’s politics of neutrality,
and his publications include works on
espionage and secret economic collabo-
ration between neutral states and Nazi
Germany. Aalders also wrote a trilogy on
plundering during the Second World War
and post-war redress.

publishing details
Leonie. Het leven van Nederlands

intrigerendste dubbelspionne, gerecon-

strueerd op basis van geheime archieven

(2003)
300 pp, with illustrations, notes and
references

rights
Boom
Prinsengracht 747
nl6-61017 jx2Amsterdam
tel. +31 20 622 61 07
fax +31 20 625 33 27
e-mail info@uitgeverijboom.nl
www.uitgeverijboom.nl

other titles in translation
The Art of Cloaking Ownership. In Swedish
(Wahlström, 1989), Norwegian (Cesam, 1989), Finnish
(Art House, 1989), French (Stock, 1994), German
(Zweitausendeins, 1996), and English (Amsterdam
University Press, 1996).
Loot. Cologne: Dittrich Verlag, 2000. Berg (United
Kingdom), in preparation.

Gerard Aalders

Leonie

the press on the trilogy loot,

destitute and magpies:

With Magpies, Aalders’ trilogy has become a
standard work on robbery and redress.
nrc handelsblad

on the art of cloaking ownership :

Pathbreaking book.
labour history review
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publishing details
Ik heet Anne, zei ze, Anne Frank.

Herinneringen van Jacqueline van

Maarsen (2003)
215 pp, 14,000 copies sold
With illustrations

rights
Cossee
P.O. Box 15548
nl6-61001 na2Amsterdam
tel. +31 20 420 3930
fax +31 20 420 3930
e-mail info@cossee.com
www.cossee.com

titles in translation
My Friend Anne Frank. New York: Vantage Press, 1996; Munich:
Heine, 1997; also in Japanese.
My Name is Anne, She Said, Anne Frank. Fischer (Germany), in
preparation.

Jacqueline van Maarsen was born in 1929 in
Amsterdam, where she still lives. She is an interna-
tionally acclaimed bookbinder whose work has
won several prestigious prizes. Since 1986 she has
been lecturing on Anne Frank and discrimination
in schools all over the world, especially in the
United States and Germany. 

M y name is anne, she said, anne frank6–6with these
3words, in 1941, an intense friendship began that lasted pre-

cisely one school year. After that, Anne Frank disappeared for good
from Jacqueline van Maarsen’s life. Although Anne was her best
friend, she kept quiet for a long time about their friendship. When,
after the war, more and more people came forward saying they had
been Anne’s friends, she felt it was time to come out with her own
story.

On 6 July 1942, Anne disappeared, as did her diary, in which Jacque-
line features as Jopie. Although Anne continued to write letters and
dedicate poems to her friend while in hiding from the Germans, these
never reached Jacqueline. As far as she knew, the Frank family had left
for Switzerland. Meanwhile she, the daughter of a French Catholic
mother and a Dutch Jewish father, was leading the life of a Jewish girl
with all the problems that entailed. The half-Jewish background
placed Jacqueline’s family under threat of deportation, until, in 1942,
her mother recognised the danger and had her registration as a Jew
reversed by the Germans. The family was saved in the nick of time and
came through the war unscathed.

Although Jacqueline van Maarsen shuns the limelight and is anx-
ious not to jump on the Anne Frank bandwagon, she has now decided
to write about her relationship with Anne6–6in her words, to do justice
to the girl in Anne Frank and put her veneration in perspective.

My Name is Anne, She Said, Anne Frank has, however, become more: a
moving family chronicle, recorded with a sharp eye for detail. A fam-
ily marked by the problems of a double identity. Jacqueline always felt
she didn’t belong, not with the Jews nor with the non-Jews. But it is
her strong mother who makes the deepest impression in her autobi-
ography. She did not believe the conciliatory stories about Jews being
taken to Germany simply to work there and she made sure Jacqueline
did not have to share Anne’s fate. This enabled Jacqueline, sixty years
later, to write her touching memoirs to paper. 

Memoirs of a friendship

Jacqueline van Maarsen

My Name is Anne, 
She Said, Anne Frank

Jacqueline van Maarsen has recorded her relationship
with Anne lovingly and with attention to telling details.
de volkskrant

A beautiful, modest life story.
nrc handelsblad
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The body of thought of a political dandy

On 6 may 2002, an environmentalist fired six bullets at the popular
4politician Pim Fortuyn, bringing an abrupt end to the sensational

career of a political adventurer. Within a period of only a few months, For-
tuyn had completely overturned the political landscape. His party, the Pim
Fortuyn List, was on the verge of becoming the biggest party in the country,
and he himself was preparing to become Minister-President.

At first sight, Fortuyn belongs to the range of populists that have created
furore in Europe over the past few years: Jörg Haider in Austria, Filip Dewin-
ter in Belgium, Jean-Marie Le Pen in France. But the Fortuyn phenomenon
extended farther than the simple popular nationalism of these extreme
right-wing politicians. Fortuyn was an agitator with an outspoken vision
on the failure of present-day democracy.

In the first large-scale study on this phenomenon, the sociologist Dick
Pels illustrates just how difficult it is to assign Fortuyn a position on the
left-right political spectrum. In The Spirit of Pim, Pels recalls Fortuyn’s career
from his early years as a Marxist sociologist until his peak as a political
dandy. He arrives at the conclusion that a completely new spectrum ought
to be applied to Fortuyn: a spectrum that ranges from stylised populism, of
which Fortuyn was the ultimate personification, to the political inbreeding
of an autistic regency caste.

The Spirit of Pim is above all the intellectual biography of a politician who
has been erroneously deemed a scatterbrain by his opponents. In addition, it
is a fascinating story of a man who assumed, with a certain charisma, the
role of outsider, thus treading in the footsteps of political bohemians like
Oscar Wilde, Hendrik de Man, and Benito Mussolini. Finally, the book
demonstrates the breakthrough of a new phenomenon in democracy: the
decisive role of style and personality.

It is particularly this last element in Pels’ study that allocates the Fortuyn
phenomenon a significance that reaches considerably further than this
brief, traumatic episode in the Netherlands’ political history. Pels demon-
strates that Fortuyn’s death is the beginning of a political future in which
parties are becoming increasingly less important whereas the reverse is the
case for individuals. With exemplary style and powerful arguments, Pels
convinces the reader that politics without political parties need not, by def-
inition, represent a loss.

Dick Pels is a sociologist. He worked at the
Philosophy Department of the University of
Groningen, and was subsequently a Professor
of Sociology at Brunel University in London.
He currently works as a free-lance publicist.
His present-day work is mainly oriented
toward the upsurge of celebrity culture in
politics, trade and industry, and science. His
previous work includes The Democratic
Difference. Jacques de Kadt and the new elite. Pels
is the Associate Editor of Theory, Culture and
Society. 

publishing details
De geest van Pim. Het gedachtegoed van

een politieke dandy (2003)
320 pp, with illustrations and references

rights
Ambo/Anthos
Keizersgracht 630
nl6-61017 er2Amsterdam
tel. +31 20 524 54 11
fax +31 20 420 04 22
e-mail info@amboanthos.nl
www.amboanthos.nl

titles in translation
The Intellectual as Stranger. Studies in Spokesper-

sonship. London: Routledge, 2001.
Media and the Restyling of Politics. London: Sage,
2003.

Dick Pels

The Spirit of Pim

the press on the democratic

difference:

De Kadt is silent, forever. But there are few
political thinkers in the Netherlands who have
uttered as much as he has. And Pels’ erudite,
intelligent and extremely stimulating book makes
this abundantly clear.
vrij nederland
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Benjo Maso is a sociologist, historian, and
cycling fan. In 1990, he published The Sweat of
the Gods (revised and supplemented in 2003), a
book that can be mentioned in the same
breath as sporting classics such as The Rider by
Tim Krabbé and From Santander to Santander by
Peter Winnen. The documentary film Tour des
Légendes was also made on the Tour of 1948.

Cycling fan Benjo Maso is an expert on bicycle racing and can
29write about it with great passion. But what makes him exceptional

is his collaboration with the sociologist Maso. The latter seeks the signifi-
cance of cycle racing in more than merely the sporting show, and this is
the source of many fascinating stories.

While working on The Sweat of the Gods, an enthralling overview of a cen-
tury of cycle racing, Maso discovered a unique historical moment that he
immediately recognised as the impulse for a book: the Tour de France of
1948. It was a Tour that started out in historical times and ended on the
brink of the modern era: for the very first time, a television camera was
waiting at the finishing line in Paris, a symbol of a future in which every-
thing would change, even the Tour de France. It was a Tour in which the
Italian Gino Bartali, by winning, averted civil war in his fatherland.
Accordingly, it became a Tour that made history with news that far
exceeded the scope of the sports pages.

We Were All Gods is a captivating book. Maso has produced a cycle racing
report as well as a reflection of the times in chauvinistic, post-war Europe.
It is also a tribute to the participants who are rewarded for their achieve-
ments with narratives that surpass all imagination. Where are they now,
radio reporters who, arriving later than the cyclists, concoct fictitious
reports of the finish? Where are the team leaders who fall asleep at the
start and never see their riders during the entire day? How many riders are
still swaying across the roads, having accepted bottles of wine to quench
their thirst?

Each chapter of the book outlines the adventure of a different stage, rid-
den more than half a century ago, which is exciting from the outset right
to the finishing line. Maso follows the sensational course of the Tour of
1948 as a reporter with an inexhaustible knowledge of his subject matter,
acquired by means of interviews with participants and witnesses, and
accumulated via intensive research in countless newspaper archives. The
more than 300 pages of anecdotes on the riders’ habits, their mutual rival-
ries, the backbiting, the material, the food, and the medical care ensure
than the reader completes the Tour of ’48 as an initiate; it is extremely
doubtful whether or not the present-day Tour could make him just as
happy!

The Tour de France of 1948

Benjo Maso

We Were All Gods

A sports book of a quality seldom written in Dutch,
an asset hors catégorie to the Dutch sports library.
It scintillates with originality.
de volkskrant

The result is an enthralling, hilarious and exciting
book full of marvellous detail. It gives the histori-
ography of cycle racing a new dimension.
trouw

We Were All Gods rises above the vast majority of
cycling books that worship the myth. 
nrc handelsblad
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The Internet revolution re-interpreted

Although the internet revolution appears, at least for the time
29being, to have ground to a halt, information and communication tech-

nology make ever-deeper inroads into our everyday lives. In Cyberspace Odyssey,
philosopher Jos de Mul researches the significance and consequences of the radi-
cal developments taking place. He shows himself to be well oriented and well
informed, while simultaneously approaching the topic with a theoretical pro-
fundity that has seldom been reached in this field.

In De Mul’s view, the digital revolution will drastically modify our entire cul-
ture and will alter humanity itself. Biological evolution will be supplemented by
technological evolution in which art, politics, and even human beings will be
given a different face. De Mul eruditely demonstrates how literature and the
visual arts have, for some time, been nourishing the roots of this process. In turn,
new technological capabilities have raised developments to new levels. The novel
has become interactive, and has entered into a symbiosis with the computer
game. The visual arts are changing because our sense of reality itself is changing.

It is towards this point that De Mul addresses his most penetrating inquiries.
What happens to human identity when the world becomes virtualised? How real
are the expectations of a new stage in evolution, in which humanity can generate
unprecedented contingencies with the aid of digital techniques? Could we live
forever and be liberated from all our bonds?

Calling upon the ideas of such great thinkers such as Heidegger, Baudrillard,
Plessner, and McLuhan, De Mul attempts to untangle expectations, to separate
the realistic from the fantastic. Although he does anticipate a new dawn in
human development, he does not believe that humanity can deify itself by
means of the computer. Nonetheless, the nature of religion itself will alter under
the influence of the digital media. Polytheism fits the fragmentary character of
cyberspace and the Internet better, and will probably displace the single God of
the single book.

Based on his wealth of cultural knowledge and expertise, De Mul defines the
cybernetic revolution as an all-embracing phenomenon. Perennial philosophical
questions are placed in an entirely new light, and hypertechnological develop-
ments appear to be difficult to comprehend without reference to the history of
reasoning. With this, Cyberspace Odyssey offers a surprising interpretation of what
is happening right before our very eyes: from the furtive advent of transhuman-
ism to the critical-emancipatory potential of the computer game SimCity.

Jos de Mul is a Professor of Philosophical
Anthropology at the Erasmus University
of Rotterdam. His publications include
The Tragedy of Finitude. Dilthey’s
Hermeneutics of Life, and Romantic Desire in
(Post)Modern Art and Philosophy. Cyberspace
Odyssey won the Socrates Award for the
best philosophical book of 2003.
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rights
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titles in translation
Romantic Desire in (Post)Modern Art and

Philosophy. New York: State University of New
York Press, 1999.
The Tragedy of Finitude. Dilthey’s Hermeneutics of

Life. New Haven: Yale University Press, 2003.

Jos de Mul

Cyberspace Odyssey

De Mul writes in a startling way on science,
technology, sociology, anthropology,
religion, cyberpunk, computer art6–6no
matter what you come up with, it has a
connection to cyberspace.
de morgen

on romantic desire in

(post)modern art and philosophy:

De Mul takes the crucial preliminary steps
toward understanding and reconciling the
ageless conflict between our desire for the
eternal and our awareness of its inaccessi-
bility.
british journal of aesthetics
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Een liefdesgeschiedenis in cultuur en
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336 pp, with illustrations, notes and
references

rights
Prometheus / Bert Bakker
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Stine Jensen is a literary theorist and philosopher.
She currently works as a university lecturer in
television studies as part of the General Cultural
Sciences course for the Literary Faculty of the
University of Nijmegen. She is also a literary critic
for NRC Handelsblad. Her earlier publications are
The Desire Machine and Women in Pop Music.

Twentieth-century western culture is full of examples
4of erotic relationships between dark-haired apes and blonde

women: there is a striking connection between woman and ape not
only in movies and novels, but also in scientific practice of primatol-
ogy. In this fascinating study, literary theorist Stine Jensen shows how
the roles of ape, woman and man, too, have changed fundamentally
throughout the last century.

For example, the famous film classic King Kong from 1933, was born
of the nineteenth-century obsession with the rape-ape, but at the
same time it presented the ape as an ambiguous creature6–6both mali-
cious and gentle. Thereafter, mostly female researchers, such as Jane
Goodall, Dian Fossey and Biruté Galdikas, ensured that the image of
the primate changed from killer king to gentle giant. In their endeav-
ours to make primates seem milder these women pushed such issues
as the killing of younger troop members and other violence within
ape society into the background.

The promotion of the ape reached its peak in The Great Ape Project,
initiated in 1993 by a group of scientists pleading for the generic bor-
der between men and primates to be abolished and for human rights
to be granted to apes. They stressed both the humanity of the ape, as
well as the apeness of humans. In films and books from the end of the
twentieth century, the ape was even put forward as the new ideal
man. In Peter Hoeg’s The Woman and the Ape, for example, the main
female character chooses an ape in preference to her husband, reject-
ing the stigmatising men’s world.

According to Jensen, this emancipation process of ape and woman
has led to an identity crisis amongst men: should they act the cave-
man or should they be sensitive? As a result of the advances between
women and apes, the hierarchy of the sexes and the species has started
to shift and ambiguity has become the ideal for the future. Jensen has
written an intriguing, amusing study, in which the interlacing of cul-
ture and science, fact and fiction and truth and fantasy plays a major
role.

A love story about culture and science

Stine Jensen

Why Women Love Apes

Jensen has written a fascinating, readable book.
nrc handelsblad

Jensen’s story is exceptionally accessible as far as the
central premise is concerned, the book is extremely
convincing.
de morgen
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On the survival of viruses and humankind

Viruses have gradually and surreptitiously assumed a
4prominent position in everyday news. ‘People were seldom

threatened by viruses to the extent that they are today,’ writes virus-
researcher and scientific author Jaap Goudsmit in The Invasion of the
Viruses. A great many viruses, bringing various degrees of risk, have
arrived on the scene since aids suddenly emerged around twenty-five
years ago.

Several old and well-known viruses, such as those causing anthrax
and smallpox, form a separate threat. Recent events seem to indicate
that there is a genuine possibility of these being used as weapons of
terror or even mass destruction. For this reason, large-scale produc-
tion of smallpox vaccine has recommenced6–6whereas everyone had
been convinced that it would never again be necessary. The danger of
smallpox seemed to have been eliminated for good, since6–6as everyone
thought6–6the smallpox virus had been purged from the face of the
earth. 

The complete eradication of viruses is probably an illusion, says
Goudsmit. It is also debatable whether or not we actually want this to
occur, whether we can continue to exist without viruses. In evolution-
ary terms, there is an ancient, enigmatic symbiosis between the
human race and viruses, in view of the fact that the human genome
consists substantially of virus dna.

Viruses are made of common biological materials6–6proteins and
dna or rna. But this is where every similarity with normal biological
organisms stops. Viruses defy our familiar conceptualisation of life.
Are they super-primitive or, in contrast, super-specialised? Perhaps
both at the same time. They form an almost surrealistic phenomenon:
they are not bacteria, plants, or animals. Familiar concepts such as
organism, life, and death simply do not apply to this category.

But what exactly are they? Whatever they may be, they are certainly
survivors. Researchers are now managing to generate a better picture
of their astonishing powers of survival and adaptation. Jaap
Goudsmit is well versed in this subject matter, and presents the very
latest insights in a clear and well-organised fashion. Here, reality sur-
passes every fiction. 

Jaap Goudsmit is Professor of Poverty-related
Infectious Diseases at the Academic Medical
Centre of the University of Amsterdam, and is the
scientific director of the biotech company Crucell.
He is also a member of the International aids

Vaccine Initiative (iava), the most important ngo

currently working on an aids vaccine. In 1997, he
published Viral Sex. The Nature of AIDS.
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titles in translation
Viral Sex. The nature of aids. New York: Oxford University
Press, 1997.
The Invasion of the Virusus. New York: Oxford University Press,
in preparation.

Jaap Goudsmit

The Invasion of the Viruses

A fluent, comprehensible and fascinating account of
minuscule creatures that can hit harder than many
people deem desirable.
trouw

the press on viral sex:

An exploration of viral behavior that is both fascinating
and disturbing … this book reaches far beyond just fellow
scientists.
the new york times book review

An articulate, engaging explanation of what scientists
now know about hiv and how the spread of AIDS might
be controlled, from a leading AIDS researcher.
kirkus



15

publishing details
Het mysterie der mysteriën. Over

evolutie en vooruitgang (2002)
239 pp, with illustrations, notes and
references

rights
Oxford University Press
Great Clarendon Street
Oxford ox2 6dp
United Kingdom
tel. +44 1865 556 767
fax +44 1865 5353 429
e-mail adrian.scott@oup.com
www.oup.co.uk

titles in translation
Frogs, Flies & Dandelions. Oxford: Oxford University Press,
2001; Paris: Dunod, 2002.

Tropical Biology and Conservation at the Malaysia
Sabah University on Borneo. His research focuses
on taxonomy and evolutionary biology, partic-
ularly land snails, dung and carrion beetles and
parasitic wasps. He is also a member of the
editorial board of the Journal of Evolutionary Biology.
He writes regularly for Science, the New Scientist, De
Volkskrant and De Morgen.

What are biological species? Why are there tens of mil-
lions 4of species on earth and not one million or a couple of

thousand? Was Darwin right that adaptations come about through
the effect of natural selection? How does a species split into two new
ones? Is this phenomenon, the central theme in the theory of evolu-
tion, one which Darwin referred to as the ‘mystery of mysteries’, still
unsolved? Is there one single origin of species or are they created in
various ways? How different is different? 

Evolutionary biologists wrestle with all these questions and have
written books on the subject, but mostly for a select company of biol-
ogy freaks, not for the layman. The man in the street wants answers to
questions like: is it true that life just came into being at one point and
that the tens of millions of species of bacteria, plants, insects, fish,
amphibians, reptiles, birds and mammals that now populate the
earth ultimately originated from one monocellular ancestral species?
Or, why there are many millions of species of insects, but only a few
hundred primate species? Do insects divide more easily into new
species? 

This interested layman will turn, disappointed, to one of the books
for a broader public, where he will be disappointed yet again;  he has
long been familiar with the general knowledge and orthodox stand-
points to which the science-writers restrict themselves in these publi-
cations. He will also be irritated by the avoidance of difficult issues
wich leaves him still unable to fathom what is really going on.
Schilthuizen’s Frogs, Flies & Dandelions is not only suitable for the prac-
tising nature conservationist, it is tailor-made for the keen layman.

Schilthuizen need not skirt difficult issues, as he is able to explain
them so clearly. He doesn’t just summarise other people’s work; he
has an outspoken, unorthodox vision, which goes against the pre-
dominant gospel the great evolutionary biologist, Ernst Mayr, has
evangelised for more than half a century. Schilthuizen contests
Mayr’s ideas on the basis of dozens of enlightening examples. He
informs, stimulates, provokes, irritates, but more than anything, he
inspires.
Menno Schilthuizen is Associate Professor at the Institute for

Speciation6–6the evolution of new species

Menno Schilthuizen

Frogs, Flies & Dandelions

This is a charming book about a subject that Darwin
called ‘that mystery of mysteries’, a subject that is still
one of the most fascinating conundrums in biology.
Jonathan Weiner, author of The Beak of

the Finch

An inspiring book.
nrc handelsblad

Menno Schilthuizen is able to write about his profession
concisely, convincingly and whimsically. He is the
nearest thing to Richard Dawkins or Stephen Jay Gould
in the Dutch language.
de morgen
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Linda Polman was published by
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described Polman’s account of

several peacekeeping
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